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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY COMMISSION 

The q u e s t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  a  Government S t u d y  Commission f o r  

A l l e g h e n y  County  was p l a c e d  on  t h e  November, 1972  b a l l o t  by 

unani-mous a c t i o n  of  t h e  County Commiss ioners .  A t  t h i s  

e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  v o t e r s  app roved  t h e  f o r m a t  i o n  of a .  Government 

S t u d y  Commission f o r  A l l e g h e n y  County  by a  m a j o r i t y  of 2  t o  1 ,  

and e l e c t e d  s e v e n  p e o p l e  on  a  n o n - p a r t i s a n  b a s i s  t o  s e r v e  on 

t h e  S t u d y  Commission.  The S t u d y  Commission members were sworn 

i n  on November 30,  1972 .  

THE CHARGE TO THE COMMISSION 

Act 62 ,  "The Home R u l e  C h a r t e r  and O p t i o n a l  P l a n s  Law" 

s t a . t e s :  I t  s h a l l  b e  t h e  f u n c t i o n  and d u t y  of  t h e  Government 

S t u d y  Commission t o  

S t u d y  t h e  form o f  government  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ;  

Compare i t  w i t h  o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  f o r m s  u n d e r  t h e  
l a w s  of  t h e  S t a t e ;  

D e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t ,  i n  i ts  judgmen t ,  t h e  
government  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  c a n  be s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  
made more c l e a r l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  o r  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  
t h e  p e o p l e ;  

D e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  c o u l d  become more 
economica l  o r  e f f i c i e n t  u n d e r  a  changed  form of  
gove rnmen t .  

THZ STUDY PROCESS 

I n  o r d e r  t o  s t u d y  t h e  p r e s e n t  fo rm of  c o u n t y  gove rnmen t ,  

t h e  S t u d y  Commission m e t  w i t h  65 o f f  i - c i a l s ,  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  

a g e n c i e s ,  b u r e a u s ,  b o a r d s ,  a u t h o r  i t  i e s ,  commit tees  and  

commiss ions  o f  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y ' s  gove rnmen t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

i n  May and J u n e  t h e  S t u d y  Commission h e l d  e l e v e n  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  



t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  many i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s  a n d  g r o u p s  

p r e s e n t e d  t e s t i m o n y .  

T h e  S t u d y  Commiss ion t h e n  e n t e r e d  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  p h a s e  

of i t s  work .  A d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  a number o f  u r b a n  c o u n t i e s  

w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s i m i l a r  t o  A l l e g h e n y  

C o u n t y  was  made.  Commission members w e n t  t o  f o u r  o f  t h e s e  

c o u n t i e s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s .  

The  f i n a l  p h a s e  o f  t h e  S t u d y  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  work  w a s  t o  

d e h a t ~  a n d  d e c i d e  t h e  many i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  

a  Home R u l e  C h a r t e r  f o r  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y .  

Each  C h a r t e r  p r o v i s i o n  w a s  t h o r o u g h l y  d i s c u s s e d ,  a n d  

r e c e i v e d  a p p r o v a l  by  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  S t u d y  Commission 

b e f o r e  b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r .  

T h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  d r a f t  o f  t h e  Home R u l e  C h a r t e r  w a s  

r e l e a s e d  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 7 4  a n d  n i n e  m o r e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  were 

h e l d  t o  r e c e i v e  comments ,  c r i t i c i sms  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  on t h e  

C h a r t  er  . 

The C h a r t e r  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  a f t e r  f i f t e e n  m o n t h s  a n d  m o r e  

t h a n  350 h o u r s  o f  p u b l i c  s e s s i o n s .  

B R I E F  EXPLANATION OF ACT 62 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  as  amended i n  1 9 6 8  g a v e  

c o u n t i e s  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t u d y  t h e i r  l o c a l  g o v e r n -  

m e n t s  a n d  t o  a d o p t  Home R u l e .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  o n l y  t h e  

C i t y  a n d  C o u n t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  had  b e e n  g r a n t e d  t h a t  r i g h t .  

The  P e n n s y l v a n i a  G e n e r a l  Assembly i m p l e m e n t e d  t h i s  p a r t  o f  

t h o  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  1 9 7 2  by  p a s s i n g  A c t  6 2 ,  "The Home R u l e  

C h a r t e r  a n d  O p t i o n a l  P l a n s  Law". 

i i i  



Act 62 is a n  h i s t o r i c  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  new l a w  

a c t u a l  Ly r e v e r s e s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  

Commonwealth of P e n n s y l v a n i a  a n d  c o u n t i e s  c h o o s i n g  t o  e x e r c i s e  

t h e  a u t h o r i t y  g r a n t e d  them t o  a d o p t  Home R u l e .  

H i s t o r i c a l l y  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  c o u n t i e s  c a n  d o  o n l y  t h o s e  

t h i n g s  w h i c h  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e s  

them t o  d o .  F o r  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  t h e s e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  a re  

p r i m a r i l y  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  S e c o n d  C l a s s  C o u n t y  Code.  

Home R u l e  p l a c e s  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  l o c a l  

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r  l o c a l l y  

e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

i n  H a r r i s b u r g .  I t  g i v e s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a c o u n t y  t o  p r e p a r e ,  

a d o p t  a n d  b e  g o v e r n e d  by i t s  own c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  c a l l e d  a 

Home R u l e  C h a r t e r .  If A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  a d o p t s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

Home R u l e  C h a r t e r ,  t h i s  C h a r t e r  w i l l  r e p l a c e  t h e  S e c o n d  C l a s s  

C o u n t y  Code as  t h e  b a s i c  l a w  o f  t h e  c o u n t y .  

Home R u l e  u n d e r  A c t  62 d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  A l l e g h e n y  

C o u n t y  is f r e e  t o  ac t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  e v e r y  area o f  c o u n t y  

g o v e r n m e n t .  A c t  62 l i m i t s  t h e  t i e s  w h i c h a H o m e  R u l e  C h a r t e r  

c a n  s e v e r  a n d  p l a c e s  s p e c i f i c  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  Home R u l e  c o u n t i e s .  

Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  H o m e  R u l e  c o u n t i e s  

C a n n o t :  a f f e c t  t h e  f o r m ,  s t r u c t u r e  o f  p o w e r s  o f  a n y  
c i t y ,  b o r o u g h  o r  t o w n s h i p ;  

C a n n o t :  i n v e n t  new t a x e s ;  

C a n n o t  : r e g u l a t e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ;  

C a n n o t :  r e d u c e  t h e  p e n s i o n  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  
o f  a n y  p r e s e n t  o r  f o r m e r  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e ;  

C a n n o t :  c h a n g e  t h e  E l e c t i o n  Code.  



Under  A c t  62 ,  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  

t h e  E l e c t  i o n  Code ,  t h e  L o c a l  Government  U n i t  D e b t  A c t ,  t h e  

L o c a l  H e a l t h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Law, t h e  P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s '  Law, 

t h e  C r i m e s  Code a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e  l a w s  w h i c h  a re  u n i f o r m  a n d  

a p p l i c a b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Commonwealth. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY 

A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  is  a l a r g e  u r b a n  c o u n t y ,  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

t h e  s e v e n - c o u n t y  m e t r o p o l i t a n  area o f  s o u t h w e s t e r n  P e n n s y l -  

v a n i a .  W i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 , 6 0 5 , 0 0 0  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  is 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  c o u n t y .  I t  is a n  area o f  

g r e a t  d i v e r s i t y ,  b o t h  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  and  i n  i ts  p e o p l e .  

T h e r e  a r e  l a r g e  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  b u s i n e s s  c e n t e r s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  

a reas ,  o l d e r  s u b u r b s  a n d  r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  new s u b u r b s ,  a s  

w e l l  as  r u r a l  a n d  f a r m i n g  areas .  Wi th  i ts  1 2 9  s e p a r a t e  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a s t r o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  m u n i c i p a l  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  s t u r d y  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  is  p r e s e r v e d  

by t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

THE PRESENT SYSTEM OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  i s  g o v e r n e d  by  a t h r e e  member B o a r d  o f  

C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  The  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  Row O f f i c e r  

s y s t e m  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  i n  p r e - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War 

d a y s .  C o u n t i e s  w e r e  t h e n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  w e r e  e s t a b -  

l i s h e d  t o  e x e r c i s e  a f e w  l i m i t e d  f u n c t i o n s .  

The Row O f f i c e r s  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  k e e p i n g  o f  

c o u r t  r e c o r d s  ( P r o t h o n o t a r y ,  C l e r k  o f  C o u r t s ,  R e g i s t e r  o f  W i l l s ) ;  

w i t h  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  l a w  a n d  o r d e r  ( S h e r i f f ,  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ,  

a n d  C o r o n e r ) ;  w i t h  t h e  s u r v e y i n g  o f  l a n d  ( S u r v e y o r ) ;  w i t h  t h e  

v  



r e c o r d i n g  o f  l a n d  t i t l e s  ( R e c o r d e r  o f  D e e d s ) ;  w i t h  s e l e c t i n g  

j u r o r s  f o r  t h e  c o u r t s  ( J u r y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ) ;  a n d  w i t h  t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a n d  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  m o n i e s  ( T r e a s u r e r  a n d  

C o n t r o l l e r ) .  

T h e  t h r e e  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  had  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  

a r e a  o f  e l e c t i o n s ,  r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  p r o p e r t y  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  

t h e  care o f  p r i s o n e r s  a n d  t h e  p o o r .  They w e r e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

o f  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  d e s i g n e d  a n d  m a n d a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  

Over  t h e  p a s t  two  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  g o v e r n -  

ment  h a s  b e e n  p r a c t i c a l l y  u n c h a n g e d .  ( T h e  o f f i c e  o f  S u r v e y o r  

was e l i m i n a t e d  i n  1968). Some a d d i t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  

a s s i g n e d  t o  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ;  t h e y  s i t  as  

b o a r d s  l i k e  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  D i s t r i c t  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s ,  

and  a p p o i n t  members o f  o t h e r  b o a r d s ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  are  n o t  d i r e c t l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  Row O f f i c e s  

and t h e  C o u r t ,  t h e y  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e t t i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  

t i s c a l  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  

o f  o p e r a t i n g  a n d  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t s  f o r  t h e s e  a g e n c i e s .  

T h u s  t h e  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o c e r s  a l r e a d y  had a v a r i e t y  o f  

r o l e s  t o  f i l l  when,  a f t e r  World  War 1 1 ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

of c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t  b e g a n  t o  i n c r e a s e  r a p i d l y .  I n  1 9 5 0 ,  

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  5 4  a g e n c i e s  i n  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y ' s  

g o v e r n m e n t ;  i n  1 9 7 3  t h e r e  w e r e  92. 

THE CHANGING ROLE OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

S i n c e  1 9 5 0 ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e ,  

f u n c t i o n s  o f  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  c h a n g e d  r a d i c a l l y .  A l l e g h e n y  

C o u n t y ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  p r o v i d i n g  a n  e v e r - g r o w i n g  number o f  

v i  



f u n c t i o n s  and s e r v i c e s  t o  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  The S t a t e  r e q u i r e s  

t h a t  c o u n t i e s  p r o v i d e  some of t h e s e  new p rog rams ,  b u t  more 

o f t e n ,  t h e  S t a t e  g i v e s  A l l e g h e n y  County p e r m i s s i o n  t o  o f f e r  

new s e r v i c e s  i f  i t  sees a  need  t o .  

A l l e g h e n y  County h a s  been  q u i c k  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of  

t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and  now p r o v i d e s  s u c h  s e r v i c e s  as  a i r p o r t  

facilities, s o l i d  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l ,  h e a l t h ,  community c o l l e g e s ,  

p o l i c e  t r a i n i n g  and  model c i t i e s  p rog rams ,  t o  name a  few.  

I n  summary, i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  p r e s s u r e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  ser- 

v i c e s ,  A l l e g h e n y  County  i s  now r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  e v e r -  

i n c r e a s i n g  and  d i v e r s i f i e d  a r r a y  o f  p rog rams ,  and  t h e  Board 

of  County  Commiss ioners  h a s  assumed g r e a t e r  and  g r e a t e r  

l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

SEPARATION OF POWERS 

Because  t h e  c o u n t y  commission form p l a c e s  t h e  t h r e e  

m a j o r  f u n c t i o n s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t - - e x e c u t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e - - i n  o n e  t h r e e  member body ,  a  s y s t e m  o f  

" c h e c k s  and b a l a n c e s " ,  a t r a d i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  of  government  

~n Amer ica ,  is n o t  p o s s i b l e .  

A s t u d y  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  b u d g e t  p r o c e s s  p r o v i d e s  a  good 

example .  The County Commiss ioners  p r e p a r e  t h e  b u d g e t  a s  

e x e c u t i v e s ,  t h e n  move t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  t a b l e  t o  

a p p r o v e  t h e  budge t  a s  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  and  f i n a l l y  as  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t o r s ,  t h e y  s p e n d  i t .  

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y ' s  government  

where  t h e  deve lopment  o f  c h e c k s  and  b a l a n c e s  is n o t  now 

p o s s i b l e .  

v i i  



The Board of P r o p e r t y  A s s e s s m e n t ,  A p p e a l s  and Review 

i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  b o t h  f o r  making a s s e s s m e n t s  and f o r  h e a r i n g  

a p p e a l s  a g a i n s t  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t s  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  have  made. 

The C o n t r o l  1 er p r e - a u d i t s  c o u n t y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  t o  e n s u r e  

t h a t  no imprope r  o r  i l l e g a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  o c c u r s ,  and  t h e n  

p o s t - a u d i t s  t h e  same e x p e n d i t u r e s .  T h e r e  is  l i t t l e  

i n c e n t i v e  f o r  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  a s  p o s t - a u d i t o r ,  t o  p u b l i c i z e  

e r r o r s  which  migh t  have  been made by t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  a s  p r e -  

a u d i t  or 

THE ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN 

The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  bu rden  of s e r v i n g  a s  e x e c u t i v e s ,  

l e g i s l a t o r s  and  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  heavy b e c a u s e  

about  70 of t h e  c o u n t y ' s  a g e n c i e s  r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o ,  o r  a r e  

appo i  n t e d  by t h e  County Commissi .oners.  

The c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  is made 

d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  number o f  o f f i c e s  headed  by i n d e p e n d e n t l y  

c l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  whose d u t i e s  a r e  p r e s c r i b e d  by s t a t e  l aw.  

F o r  example :  

The e l e c t e d  T r e a s u r e r  and  C o n t r o l l e r ,  and  t h e  
a p p o i n t e d  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  Depar tment  o f  P l a n n i n g  
and Development ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  Accoun t s  and 
S t a t i s t i c s ,  a l l  p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  t h e  f i s c a l  a d m i n i s -  
t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ;  

S t a t e  l aw m a n d a t e s  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
m a i n t a i n i n g  l a n d  and  r e l a t e d  t a x  r e c o r d s  b e  s p r e a d  
among f o u r  a g e n c i e s :  The O f f i c e s  o f  t h e  R e c o r d e r  
o f  Deeds and C o n t r o l l e r ,  t h e  Bureau o f  Deed R e g i s t r y  
and  t h e  Board o f  P r o p e r t y  Asses smen t ,  A p p e a l s  and 
Review;  

A l though  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  have  been  combined  
i n t o  o n e  C o u r t  o f  Common P l e a s ,  t h e r e  are  s t i l l  
t h r e e  s e p a r a t e l y  e l e c t e d  c o u r t  c l e r k s - - t h e  P r o t h o n o t a r y ,  
t h e  C l e r k  of  C o u r t s  and  t h e  R e g i s t e r  o f  Wills (who a l s o  
h a s  t h e  t i t l e ,  C l e r k  of  Orphans '  C o u r t ) .  T h i s  means 
t h a t  t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0  n o t a r i e s  p u b l i c  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  mus t  f i l e  
w i t h  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  c l e r k s  i n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e s  
i n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  b u i l d i n g s .  

v i i i  



The c o u n t y  p e r s o n n e l  s y s t e m  is f r a g m e n t e d .  The 
C o u r t  o f  Common P l e a s  and e a c h  of  t h e  t e n  Row O f f i c e s  
h a s  i t s  own p e r s o n n e l  s y s t e m .  Under t h e  Board of 
County  Commiss ioners  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  o t h e r  sys tems- -  
c i v i l  s e r v i c e ,  a  merit  s y s t e m  and  a t h i r d  ( b y  f a r  
t h e  l a r g e s t ) ,  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  s y s t e m .  Wi thou t  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  a  Home R u l e  C h a r t e r  it would n o t  b e  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e s e  s y s t e m s  
o r  p e r m a n e n t l y  c h a n g e  t h e  way employees  a r e  h i r e d ,  
p romoted  and d i s c h a r g e d .  

SURVEY OF OTHER COUNTIES 

A s u r v e y  of  t h e  form of  government  o f  t h e  t e n  m o s t  

p o p u l a t e d  u r b a n  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  

c h a r t e r s ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  none  have  c h o s e n  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  p l u r a l  

c o u n t y  commiss ione r  s y s t e m .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t i e s  have  chosen  

t o  have  s e p a r a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r s  and 

s e p a r a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s ,  e a c h  w i t h  d i s t i n c t  d u t i e s  and 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

The S t u d y  Commission found  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  commission 

form of government  d o e s  n o t  b u i l d  i n  a p r o c e s s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  

e v a l u a t i o n  o r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  how p rog rams  o r  p o l i c i e s  a r e  

f o r m u l a t e d  and  c a r r i e d  o u t .  Because  t h e  c o u n t y  commiss ione r  

s y s t e m  was n o t  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  d e l i b e r a t i v e  

f u n c t i o n  i n  mind ,  t h e  s y s t e m  d o e s  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  t h  need f o r  

p u b l i c  d i a l o g u e  o n  pub ] - i c  p o l i c y ;  y e t  t h e  County  Commiss ioners  

a r e  a s suming  g r e a t e r  a n d  g r e a t e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

The c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t t e r s  is made more 

d i f f i c u l t  by t h e  l a r g e  number o f  a g e n c i e s  r e p o r t i n g  d i r e c t l y  

t o  t h e  County  Commiss ione r s ,  and  t h e  number o f  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  

e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  and semi-autonomous a g e n c i e s  o v e r  which  t h e  

County  Commiss ione r s  h a v e  v a r y i n g  amounts  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  



T h e r e  is no  s i n g l e  e l e c t e d  e x e c u t i v e  who i s  d i r e c t l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  management o f  c o u n t y  a f f a i r s .  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

HOME RULE 

T h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  Government  S t u d y  

Commiss ion w a s  t h a t  A l l - e g h e n y  C o u n t y  n e e d e d  Home R u l e .  W i t h  

Home R u l e  t h e r e  i s :  

Greater f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  l oca l  n e e d s  
w i t h o u t  w a i t i n g  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ;  

Greater f r e e d o m  t o  d e s i g n  a f o r m  o f  c o u n t y  
g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  c a n  p e r m i t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  c u r r e n t  s y s t e m  of c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t ;  

Greater o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  b u i l t - i n  
s a f e g u a r d s  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i v e -  
n e s s  o f  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y .  

THE BOARD OF COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES 

I n  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  f o r m  of g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  would  b e s t  

s u i t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  now a n d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

t h e  S t u d y  Commiss ion c o n c l u d e d  t h a . t  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  n e e d s  

a L e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  of i t s  own. 

W i t h  H o m e  R u l e ,  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y ' s  o f f i c i a l s  c a n  make 

d e c i s i o n s  l o c a l l y  w h i c h  w e r e  f o r m e r l y  made f o r  u s  i n  H a r r i s -  

b u r g .  And t h e s e  d e c i - s i o n s  c a n  b e  made when t h e y  are  n e e d e d ,  

i n s t e a d  o f  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t ,  i f  i t  

a c t s  a t  a l l .  

T h i s  f u l l  t i m e  l e g i s l a t i v e  body  w i l l  g u a r a n t e e  r e p r e s e n t a -  

t i o n  t o  e v e r y  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  

t h e  c i t i z e n s  a n d  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  areas o f  

t h e  c o u n t y  c a n  b e  p r e s e n t e d ,  d e l i b e r a t e d  a n d  a c t e d  u p o n .  



THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

The S t u d y  Commission c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  an e x e c u t i v e ,  d i r e c t  - 

l y  e l e c t e d  by a l l  t h e  v o t e r s ,  would b e s t  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  

of t h e  c i t i z e n s  of A l l e g h e n y  Coun ty .  

The County E x e c u t i v e ,  e l e c t e d  d i r e c t l y  by a l l  o f  t h e  

v o t e r s ,  w i l l  h ave  t h e  power t o  a c t  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  when 

d e a l i n g  w i t h  o u t s i d e  o f f i c i a l s ,  w i l l  b e  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  t h e  

c i t i z e n s  f o r  t h e  day  t o  d a y  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  c o u n t y  government  

and w i l l  b e  d i r e c t l y  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  

o r  f a i l u r e  o f  a l l  c o u n t y  p rog rams  

CHECKS AND BALANCES 

A s y s t e m  o f  c h e c k s  and b a l a n c e s ,  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  s a f e g u a r d  

of' American gove rnmen t ,  is p o s s i b l e  w i t h  two s e p a r a t e  b r a n c h e s  

of gove rnmen t .  The S t u d y  Commission c a r e f u l l y  set  u p  c h e c k s  

and b a l a n c e s  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r .  Some o f  t h e s e  a r e  common t o  

many g o v e r n m e n t s ,  b u t  o t h e r s  a r e  new and  r e f l e c t  t h e  c o n c e r n  

of t h e  S t u d y  Commission t h a t  o n e  b r a n c h  of  government  n o t  

b e  a b l e  t o  d e l a y  t h e  o r d e r l y  p r o c e s s  o f  government  a s  a  who le :  

O r d i n a n c e s  p r o p o s e d  by t h e  Board of  County  R e p r e s e n t -  
a t i v e s  c a n  b e  v e t o e d  by t h e  County E x e c u t i v e ,  b u t  
t h i s  v e t o  c a n  b e  o v e r - r i d d e n  by  a  v o t e  o f  f i v e  Repre-  
s e n t a t i v e s .  The County E x e c u t i v e  h a s  a n  " i t e m  v e t o "  
on a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o r d i n a n c e s ;  

The Board o f  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  is  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  employ a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  s o  t h e y  c a n  t h o r o u g h l y  
a n a l y z e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s .  The s t a f f  s i z e  is 
l i m i t e d ,  a n d  a  s imi lar  l i m i t a t i o n  is  p l a c e d  on t h e  
s i z e  o f  t h e  s t a f f  of  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e ;  

L e g i s l a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s  o f  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  mus t  
b e  p u b l i c l y  d e l i b e r a t e d  by t h e  Board o f  County  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  is t h e y  are  t o  become l aw;  



Appo in tmen t s  by t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  of  d e p a r t m e n t a l  
d i r e c t o r s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  by t h e  Board o f  
County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  But i f  t h e  R e ~ r e s e n t a t i v e s  
f a i l  t o  a c t  w i t h i n  a  reasonable t i m e ,  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  
is au tomat  i c a 3  l y  c o n f i r m e d ;  

The Board of County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and t h e  p u b l i c  
a r e  g i v e n  ample  t i m e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  
and c a p i t a l  b u d g e t s  a s  p r o p o s e d  by t h e  County  Exec- 
u t i v e .  But i f  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f a i l  t o  a d o p t  a  
budge t  b e f o r e  t h e  end of t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  t h e  p roposed  
budge t  g o e s  i n t o  e f f e c t  s o  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l  c o u n t y  
p rog rams  c a n  c o n t i n u e ;  

The County E x e c u t i v e  may p r o p o s e  c h a n g e s  i n  d e p a r t -  
m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  Board o f  County Repre-  
s e n t a t i v e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  meet c h a n g i n g  n e e d s ,  b u t  
t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  c a n n o t  b e  d e l a y e d  by t h e  R e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s '  i n a c t i o n .  

O t h e r  a r e a s  o f  c h e c k s  and  b a l a n c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  

C h a r t e r  : 

The C o n t r o l l e r  w i l l  c h e c k  t h e  l e g a l i t y  and  e f f e c t i v e -  
n e s s  o f  c o u n t y  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  b u t  a n  o u t s i d e  a u d i t o r  
who r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
w i l l  p e r f o r m  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  p o s t - a u d i t  ; 

The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  of 
r e a l  p r o p e r t y  i s  removed from t h e  new Board of  
Assessment  A p p e a l s ,  s o  t h a t  t h o s e  who p e r f o r m  t h e  
a s s e s s m e n t  d o  n o t  s i t  i n  judgment on t h e i r  own 
d e c i s i o n s .  

C I T I Z E N  PARTICIPATION 

An i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n  of  a 

c h e c k s  and b a l a n c e s  s y s t e m  i s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c i t i z e n  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  gove rnmen ta l  p r o c e s s .  The C h a r t e r  p ro -  

v i d e s  many s u c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s :  

P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  on a l l  o r d i n a n c e s  are  r e q u i r e d ,  
w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  h e a r i n g s  on  t h e  c a p i t a l  and  annua l  
o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t s ;  

A l l  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
a r e  open  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  w i t h  a  few n a r r o w  e x c e p t i o n s ;  

P r o p o s e d  b u d g e t s ,  a u d i t  r e p o r t s  and o r d i n a n c e s  mus t  
b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ;  
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A p r o c e d u r e  f o r  i n i t i a t i v e  and  r e f e r e n d u m  h a s  been  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r ;  

P u b l i c  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of  b o a r d  v a c a n c i e s  is r e q u i r e d ,  
s o  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  g r o u p s  and  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a n  s u g g e s t  
p e r s o n s  t o  b e  nomina t ed ;  

The Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i l l  h o l d  a n  
e v e n i n g  m e e t i n g  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s '  
d i s t r i c t s ,  s o  t h a t  c i t i z e n s  c a n  more e a s i l y  a t t e n d .  

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

The power s ,  d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  c i t i e s ,  

b o r o u g h s ,  and  t o w n s h i p s  w i t h i n  A l l e g h e n y  County a r e  p r o t e c t e d  

b y  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  The c o u n t y  is s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  

c o n t i n u e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  v o l u n t a r y  a g r e e m e n t s  and  t o  c o o p e r a t e  

w i t h  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  r e g i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  commiss ions  and 

c o u n c i l s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t s .  

A SIMPLER STRUCTURE OF ADMINISTRATION 

The number of  c o u n t y  u n i t s  r e p o r t i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  

County Commiss ioners  h a s  been  c u t  i n  h a l f .  The f u n c t i o n s  of  

t h e  C o r o n e r ,  J u r y  Commiss ione r s ,  R e c o r d e r  o f  Deeds and  

T r e a s u r e r  a r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e s e  new d e p a r t m e n t s .  

A l l  c u r r e n t  c o u n t y  f u n c t i o n s  and p rog rams  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  

b u t  many a g e n c i e s  p e r f o r m i n g  s i m i l a r  o r  r e l a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  

a r e  c o n s o l i d a t e d .  

F i s c a l  f u n c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t a x e s ,  
a s s e s s m e n t ,  d e p o s i t ,  i n v e s t m e n t  and  d i s b u r s e m e n t  
o f  f u n d s  a r e  c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  F i n a n c e .  

The r e g i s t r a t i o n  of  l a n d  t i t l e s  and r e c o r d i n g  
of  d e e d s ,  t a x  l i e n s  and  r e a l  e s t a t e  a s s e s s m e n t s  
a r e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  a  Depa r tmen t  o f  R e c o r d s  
Management. 

The many c o u n t y  p rog rams  d e a l i n g  w i t h  human s e r v i c e s :  
Men ta l  H e a l t h I M e n t a l  R e t a r d a t i o n ,  Kane H o s p i t a l ,  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  and f o r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  
b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  a new Depar tment  o f  Human 
S e r v i c e s .  
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The  S t u d y  Commiss ion w a s  l e g a l l y  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  
a b o l i s h i n g ,  c h a n g i n g  o r  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  e x i s t i n g  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  The  C h a r t e r  d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e s t r i c t  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  new a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  r e q u i r e s  a n  
c l x t r a o r d i n a r y  v o t e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e s  t o  g u a r a n t e e  a u t h o r i t y  i n d e b t e d n e s s .  

T o  a t t r a c t  a n d  r e t a i n  t h e  m o s t  c o m p e t e n t  p e r s o n n e l ,  
t h e  C h a r t e r  e s t a b l i s h e s  a s i n g l e  p e r s o n n e l  s y s t e m  
b a s e d  o n  m e r i t  a n d  career p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  a l so  
i n c l u d e s  a s t r o n g  a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c l a u s e .  
P r e s e n t  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  e n t e r  
t h i s  career s e r v i c e  a n d  a re  p r o t e c t e d  b y  it f r o m  
a r b i t r a r y  d i s m i s s a l .  

ROW OFFICERS 

T h e  number o f  Row O f f i c e r s  is  r e d u c e d  f r o m  11 t o  4 .  

CONTROLLER 

The C o n t r o l l e r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  t h e  f i s c a l  "wa tchdog"  

o f  t h e  c o u n t y ;  w i l l  p r e p a r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e b t  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  

c o u n t y :  w i l l  make a  p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t  o f  e a c h  c o u n t y  a g e n c y  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  c o u n t y  

s p e n d i n g .  A l l  a u d i t s  w i l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

COURT REGISTRAR 

The new o f f i c e  o f  C o u r t  R e g i s t r a r  w i l l  p e r f o r m  t h e  c o u r t  

r e c o r d - k e e p i n g  f u n c t i o n s  f o r m e r l y  e x e r c i s e d  b y  t h e  P r o t h o n o t a r y ,  

t h c  C l e r k  o f  C o u r t s ,  a n d  t h e  R e g i s t e r  o f  W i l l s ,  C l e r k  o f  

O r p h a n s '  C o u r t .  The  C o u r t  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  compre-  

h e n s i v e  r e p o r t s  d e t a i l i n g  a l l  c a s e s  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  a n d  d i s -  

p o s e d  o f  by  t h e  C o u r t  o f  Common P l e a s .  

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

T h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  as t h e  c h i e f  p r o s e c u t i n g  

o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t y .  

SHERIFF 

T h e  S h e r i f f  r e t a i n s  p r e s e n t  p e a c e - k e e p i n g  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  



when r e q u e s t e d ,  may r e s p o n d  t o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  

l o c a l ,  c o u n t y  o r  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s .  The  S h e r i f f  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  

t o  s e r v e  c o u r t  p a p e r s  a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  c o u r t s  

a n d  i n  t h e  p r i s o n .  

WHAT HOME RULE WOULD MEAN 

The  p e o p l e  of A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  g o v e r n e d  

f rom a d i s t a n c e ;  F i r s t  by  t h e  K i n g  o f  E n g l a n d  t h e n  by t h e  

G e n e r a l  Assembly  i n  H a r r i s b u r g .  

Under  a H o m e  R u l e  C h a r t e r ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  

w i l l  h a v e  loca l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  





Before me, the undersigned authority, personally 

appeared the persons whose names are aff ixed hereto, 

who being duly sworn or affirmed, according to  law, 

depose and say that the facts set for th i n  the 

Sworn or affirmed to  and subscribed before me this  

/5& day of  *arch, 1974. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

THE ALLECHENY COUNTY GOVERNMENT STUDY C O M M I S S I O N  

The f i n a n c i a l  statement presented below i s  a summary o f  the actual  

expenses and in -k ind  serv ices incur red by the Allegheny County Government 

Study Commission dur ing  the pe r iod  from November 30, 1972, through March 

15,  1974. 

J i t h  the  except ion o f  the in -k ind  serv ices mentioned i n  items 3 and 4, , 

a l l  funds, goods, ma te r ia l s  and serv ices  used by the  Study Commission were 

provided by Allegheny County. 

A i l  b i l l s  and charges o f  any k 

accordance w i t h  the County's regu 

LIST OF E 

PERSONNEL 

Regular S t a f f  
Sol i c i  t o r  
Secre tar ia l  Assi stance 

COMMISSIONERS '  AND STAFF EXPENSES 

COMMISSIONERSt  AND STAFF TRAVEL 

POSTAGE 

SUPPLIES AND PRINTING 

RESEARCH AND STUDY MATERIALS 

EQUIPMENT (LEASE A~KI PURCHASE) 

TELEPHONE 

MISCELLANEOUS 

i n d  were p a i d  f o r  by Allegheny County i n  

1 ar f i sca1 procedures. 

XPENDITURES 

Less: CREDIT I N  POSTAL ACCOUNT 



I ; r  - KIND SERVICES RENDERED 

The County o f  Allegheny a l so  provided the serv ices 

and 2 ,  There i s  no way to est imate the value o f  these 

are the re fo re  not  c a r r i e d  i n  the above l i s t  

i )  O f f i c e  space and o f f i c e  f u r n i t u r e ;  graph 
c l e r i c a l  assistance; meeting f a c i l i t i e s ;  
se rv i  ces. 

o f  expend 

l i s t e d  i n  items 1 

services, and they 

i c  and dup 
and other  

i tures: 

1 i c a t i n g  services; 
admin i s t ra t i ve  

2 )  I n  add i t ion ,  i n  the e a r l y  stages o f  the Study Comnissionis work, Allegheny 
County provided lega l  counsel and assistance. 

j j  Meeting f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  p u b l i c  hearings were donated by: 
Borough o f  Sewick le j  
C i t y  o f  McKeesport 
Township o f  H a r r i  son 
Township of blcCancl1 ass 
Township o f  fit. Lcbanon 
i-lonroevi 1 le Ma1 1 
Nor thway Mal l  
Car lynton School D i s t r i c t  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t sbu rgh  

4 )  Special research r e p : ~ r t ~  were submitted t o  the Government Study Comnission 
by : 
Pennsylvania Economy League, Western D i v i s i o n  
;.ii na He1 b l  i ng 
Joseph Kane 

Th is  statement does not  inc lude the cost  o f  p r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  

copies o f  the  F ina l  Report t o  the pub l i c ,  which w i l l  be incur red a f t e r  the  

t i l i n g  o f  t h i s  Report. A proposal f o r  t h i s  serv ice  has been rece ived from 

tho P i t t sbu rqh  Press Company, a t  a cos t  not  t o  exceed $16,963.70. 
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ARTICLE I  

NAME, BOUNDARIES AND POWERS 

Section 1 0 1 .  NAME AND BOUNDARIES. A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y ,  P e n n s y l -  

v a n i a ,  s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  be a Home R u l e  C h a r t e r  C o u n t y .  I t  

s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  body  c o r p o r a t e  a n d  p o l i t i c .  I t s  c o r -  

p o r a t e  s e a l ,  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  c o u n t y  s e a t  s h a l l  b e  a n d  r e m a i n  a s  

t h e y  a r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  C h a r t e r  t a k e s  e f f e c t ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r -  

w i s e  c h a n g e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  l a w .  

S e c t i o n  102.  POWERS. The C o u n t y  of A l l e g h e n y  h a s ,  a n d  may 

e x e r c i s e ,  a n y  power  a n d  p e r f o r m  a n y  f u n c t i o n  n o t  d e n i e d  by  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  P e n n s y l -  

v a n i a ,  t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly a t  a n y  t i m e .  

T h e  c o u n t y  s h a l l  h a v e  a n d  may e x e r c i s e  a l l  p o w e r s  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  

o f  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  The  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  u n d e r  t h i s  

C h a r t e r  s h a l l  b e  c o n s t r u e d  b r o a d l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ,  

a n d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  m e n t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  p o w e r s  i n  t h i s  

C h a r t e r  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  l i m i t i n g  i n  a n y  way t h e  

g e n e r a l  power  o f  t h e  c o u n t y .  



ARTICLE I1 

THE BOAR:) OE' COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES 

Sectlon 2 0 1 .  COMPOSITION. The  c o u n t y  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  

c x t ) n s i  st of  a n  e l e c t  s d  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R < ) p r c t s e n t a t  i v e s .  One. r~lemloer s h a l  1 h e  e l e c t e d  f r o m  e a c h  

o f  s c v v n  d i s t r i c t s ,  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  t o  b e  composed o f  compac t  

and  c o n t i g u o u s  t e r r i t o r y  a s  n e a r l y  e q u a l  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  

S e c t i o n  - 2 0 2 .  POWERS AND DUTIES.  T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

p o w e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ,  inc1ud :ng  r e s i d u a l  p o w e r s  a n d  

a n y  p o w e r s  now c o n f e r r e d  o r  w h i c h  m a y  h e r e a f t e r  b e  

c80nj e r r e d  on t h e  c o u n t y  b~ amendment o f  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  

C o n s t ~ t u t i o n  o r  b y  l a w s  of t h e  Commonwealth o f  P e n n s y l -  

v a n l a ,  s h a l l  be  e x c l u s l v c ~ l y  v e s t e d  i n  a n d  e x e r c i s e d  

h v  t , h ~  B o a r d  o f  Coun ty  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  s u b j e c t  o n l y  

t t )  I hc p r o v i s i o n s  01 t b ~ : ,  C h a r t e r .  The B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t ed ,  s h a l l  o r g a n i z e  and  

s h a l  1 f u n c t i o n  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

T h e  B o a r d  of C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  h a v e ,  

b u t  s h a l l  n o t  by l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o w e r s  and 

d u t  i p s :  

. T o  make a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  l e v y  t a x e s ,  b o r r o w  money,  

a d o p t  t h e  b u d g e t  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  f e e s ;  

h .  To a d o p t ,  amend a n d  r e p e a l  a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o d e ;  

c 2 .  To a p p r o v e  b y  o r d i n a n c e  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a l l  g i f t s  

a n d  g r a n t s ,  f r o m  a n y  s o u r c e ,  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ;  

- 2 -  



d .  T o  r e q u i r e  p c . r i o d i c  and s p e c l a 1  r e p o r t s  f r o m  e l e c t e d  

( i i  f l t ' l d l ~ ;  

1 ' .  T o  c b r e a t c  a u t  h o ~ - i  t i  c ~ b  by ;i v o  tc  o f  f i v e  ( 5 )  members .  

Scc t i o n  2 0 3 .  ORGANIZATION. The R o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a -  

t i v e s  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  i t s  r u l e s  of  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  s h a l l  e lect  

a  p r c s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  t r a m  among i t s  members.  T h i s  o f f i c e r  

s h a l  l p r e p a r e  t h e  a g c n d a ,  p r e s i d e  a t  n r r e t i n g s  a n d  s h a l l  

have. t h e  same r i g h t s ,  p r ~ ~  i l e g c s  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s  as  o t h e r  

members o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

S e c t i o n  204. QUORIJM AND MAJORITY ACTION. E x c e p t  as  o t h e r -  - 

wise p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  s e c - t i o n ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  f o u r  ( 4 )  

members o f  t h e  B o a r d  o* C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  

, * , t n s t  1 L u t e  a  quorum,  b u t  a sma l l e r  number p r e s e n t  a t  a n y  

mcct i ng may a d j o u r n  f rom cia y t o  d a y  a n d  may compe l  t h e  

a t  t ~ n d a n c e  o f  a h s e n  t m e m b ~ r s  i n  s u c h  manner  a n d  u n d e r  

s u c * h  p e n a l t i e s  a s  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

may,  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  l i r o v i d e .  

KO b u s i n e s s  s h a l l  b c ~  c.oncluctcd o r  v o t e  t a k e n  e x c e p t  

I n t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  quorum.  

E x c e p t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  no  a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  Board  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  b e  b i n d i n g  

~ . x c v p  t upon  f o u r  ( 4 )  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s ;  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  

i f  t h e  number o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  o f f i c e  i s  r e d u c e d  

t o  f i v e  ( 5 )  o r  less ,  a c t i o n  may be  t a k e n  by m a j o r i t y  

votc1 01 t h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  o f f  i c e .  

Excep t  when a b s t e n t i o n s  a r e  m a n d a t e d  b y  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  

a v o t c  of a b s t e n t i o n  s h a l l  b c  c o u n t e d  a s  a "no" vo te  . 



Set t i o n  2 0 5 .  MEETINGS. F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t r a n s a c t i n g  

p u b  1 i ( 2  b u s ~ n e s s ,  t h o  B o a r d  o i  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

s h a  i 1 h o l d  n o t  l t~ss  t ban f o r t y - i . l g h t  ( 4 8 )  r e g u l a r  w e e k l y  

mt1c \ t  i n g s  l n  e a c h  c a  ir.ncjar y e a r .  N o  m o r e  t h a n  f o u r t e e n  ( 1 4 )  

d a y s  may i n t e r v e n e  bc>tween t h e s e  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  a t  l eas t  

on(> ( I )  m e e t i n g  i n  e a c h  c a a l e n d a r  y e a r  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  i n  

thr. v v c ~ n i n g  i n  eacxh o l  tt-I(. districts f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  

Rclpre>sc>ntat i v e s  a r e  el ec ~ c s d .  

Agtlnda o f  r e g u l a r  rnc1c\t l n g s  s h a l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  

to  t h o  p u b l i c  a t  l t . a s t  i o r t y - e i g h t  ( 4 8 )  h o u r s  p r i o r  t o  

anv m e c t i n g ,  b u t  t h e  a g e n d a  may b c  amended when n e c e s s a r y .  

A 1  1 m e e t i n g s  a n d  d e l i b e r a t ~ o n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  

C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t  i v e s  s h a l  l b e  o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  

~ ~ u ( ~ o p t  t h a t  t h e  Repr t ; s t>nta  t i v e s  may d i s c u s s ,  i n  ex- 

11 t ) \  t >  s e s s i o n ,  m a t t c . r * s  i ~ c r t s i n i n g  t o  i n d i v i d u a l l y  

n a m d  t lmployees ,  mat tt.1-s ~ 1 1 '  l a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  c o l l e c t i v e  

b , l r . e a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  'ind t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  s e t t l e -  

me11 t o f  s u i t s  a n d  c l a  i ~ ;  s .  

S ~ c t i o n  - -- 206 .  ENACTMENT OF LEGISLATION.  A c t s  of p o l i c y ,  

a n d  acts w h i c h  p r o v i d i ,  f o r  r a l s i n g  r e v e n u e ,  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  

f u n d s  o r  b o r r o w i n g  r o n e y ,  a n d  a c t s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  a p e n a l t y  

o r  e s t a b l i s h  a r u l e  or r e g u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  of  

w h i c a h  a p e n a l t y  ~s ~ m p o s e d ,  s h a l l  b e  by  o r d i n a n c e .  

Rout  inti  a n d  m i n i s t e r i a l  a c t i o n s  may b e  t a k e n  by  r e s o l u -  

t I o n  o r  m o t i o n .  

A p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  may b e  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  a n y  Rep- 

r c s e n t a t i v e  o r  by t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  



a s  a w h o l e .  E a c h  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  

I n  w r i t i n g ,  s h a l l  be limlted t o  o n e  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  s h a l l  

a i ) i )c 'ar  i n  t h e  t i t i c >  a n d  shall c o n t a i n  n o t i c e  of t h e  

t 3 l  f t 2 c . t  i v e  d a t e  of t h ~ '  1 e g i s l a t i o n .  A p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  

may  i n c o r p o r a t e  b y  r e f e r e n c e  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t e c h n i c a l  

c ~ o d ~ s  a n d  a c t s  o f  t h e  G e n c r a l  A s s e m b l y .  

No p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e  a d o p t e d  w i t h o u t  a 

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a f t e r  p u b l i c  n o t i c e .  No p r o p o s e d  o r d i n -  

a n c n c  s h a l l  p r o c e e d  t o  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  e x c e p t  a f t e r  

w r i t t c n  r e q u e s t  ~ n t e r e d  b y  t w o  ( 2 )  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

When s u c h  a r e q u e s t  is  e n t e r e d ,  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  

s h a l l  be h e l d  n o t  less t h a n  t e n  ( 1 0 )  n o r  m o r e  t h a n  

n i  n c l t y  ( 9 0 )  d a y s  t h e r e a f t e r .  P u b l i c  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  d a t e  

a n d  s u b j e c t  matter of t h e  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  a t  

l e a s t  s e v e n  ( 7 )  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  h e a r i n g .  

A f t e r  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  a p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  may 

b~ t i n a l l y  e n a c t e d  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  a m e n d m e n t ,  e x c e p t  

t h a t  i f  a n  amendment  c o n s t i t u t e s  a c h a n g e  i n  s u b s t a n c e ,  

t h e  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  n o t  be  e n a c t e d  u n t i l  i t  is 

r e p r o d u c e d  a s  amended a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  h e l d  a s  i f  it w e r e  

n n e w l y  i n t r o d u c e d  o r d i n a n c e .  

A l l  f i n a l  a c t i o n s  i n  a d o p t i n g  o r d i n a n c e s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s  

o r .  r n o t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  b y  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e ,  a n d  t h e  v o t e  o f  e a c h  

R c p r c s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  

rwct i ng  . 

P u b l i c  n o t i c e ,  r e c i t i n g  t h e  t i t , l e  a n d  g i v i n g  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of e a c h  o r d i n a n c e ,  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  n o t  m o r e  

t h a n  t e n  ( 1 0 )  d a y s  a f t e r  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  o r d i n a n c e .  
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Sclc t i o n  2 0 7 .  STAFF. T h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may -- 

appoint t e c h n i c a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f .  T h e  t o t a l  a ,nnua l  

r o m p c n s a t  i o n  p a i d  t h l s  s t x f  f s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  t o t a l  

a n n u a  1 v o m p e n s a t  i o n  [);ti d the> B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a -  

t l v t ) s ,  e x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  o r d i n a n c e  a d o p t e d  b y  a v o t e  

of 1 11) P ( 5) members  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

Sc>c t i o n  2 0 8 .  CONFIRRIATION OF OFFICERS. T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  

b y  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t  rvtl o f  officers s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  

con1  i rmat i o n  b y  t h e  B o a r d  of C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  T h e  

Boarmd o t' C o u n t y  R e p r t ~ s e n t  a t i v e s  s h a l l  h o l d  a p u b 1  i c  h e a r -  

i n g  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  ( 1 0 )  d a y s  n o r  more t h a n  t w e n t y  ( 2 0 )  

d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  b y  t h c  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e .  I f  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r t . s e n t a t i v e s  f a i l s  t o  c o n f i r m  o r  

r c > j t v t  s u c h  n o m i n a t i o n  w i t  b i n  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  d a y s  a f t e r  

submission, t h e  n o m l n e e  s h a l l  s t a n d  c o n 1  i r m e d .  

S t v . +  i o n  2 0 9 .  RIGHT OF COUNTY OFFICERS TO SPEAK. E l e c t e d  - - - . -- -- 

of f ~ v i a l s ,  o f f i c e r s  a n d  h e a d s  o f  a1 1 b o a r d s  s h a l l  h a v e  

thcl r i g h t  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  v i e w s  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

Representatives o n  a n y  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  their r e spec t ive  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t s .  



ARTICLE I11 

THE EXECUTIVE 

S e c t i o n  3 0 1 .  COMPOSITION. T h e r e  is  h e r e b y  c r e a t e d  t h e  - 

c l l e c t e d  o f f  i c e  01 C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e .  T h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  

s h a l l  j u n c t i o n  a s  t h c  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  s h a l l  exe rc i se  t h o s e  p o w e r s  

a n d  p e r f o r m  t h o s e  d u t i e s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by 

o r d i n a n c e .  

S e c t i o n  302. POWERS AND DUTIES. T h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  
-- 

s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  power  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  

s h a l l  bv r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h c  good  o r d e r  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of '  t h o s e  c o u n t y  a f f a i r s  w h i c h  a re  p l a c e d  

i n  the c h a r g e  o r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  

b y  t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by  o r d i n a n c e .  The  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  

s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :  

a .  To e x e c u t e  a n d  e n f o r c e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  

C h a r t . e r ,  t h e  l a w s  of  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  p e r t a i n i n g  to 

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  t h e  o r d i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  

b .  To s u p e r v i s e  a l l  c o u n t y  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  

i n  A r t i c l e  V ;  

c .  To p r e p a r e  a n d  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h e  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  p l a n ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t ,  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  

o p ? r a t l n g  b u d g e t  a n d  t h e  b u d g e t  m e s s a g e ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  

A r - t i c a l  t. V I I ;  
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d To  recommend m e a s u r p s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  

t hrl 13Odrd o f  C o u n t y  I - < c p r ~ ~ : - c ~ n  t at I v c s  ; 

To p r o t  i d v  :ill; ~ n f  o r m a t  i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  

b ranc>h  o f  c o u n t y  g o v t ~ r n m t ~ n t  w h ~ c h  t h e  C o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may r e q u i r e  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  i t s  

d u t  I P S .  

I To a p p o i n t  t , h c  d i r e c t o r s  o f  a l l  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n  t h e  

c ~ x ~ ~ c a u  t l v e  b r a n c h  ; 

p, To s i g n  o r  c a u s e  t o  b e  s i g n e d  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  

cx l )un ty ,  a1  1 c o n t r a c t s  , a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t s ;  

h .  To s u b m i t  r e p o r t s  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  o r  

a.; t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may,  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  

requi rc; 

1 .  T o  e x e r c i s e  s u c h  othc3r p o w e r s  a n d  t o  p e r f o r m  s u c h  

o t h r r  d u t i e s  a s  a r e  consistent w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  a s  t h e  Hoard  of C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

s h a l l  f rom t i m e  t o  t l m c  o r d a i n ;  

, I .  To c a l l  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R p p r c s e n t a t i v e s  upon w r i t t c n  n o t i c e  s e n t  t o  each m e m b e r ,  

b a l d  n o t i c e  t o  v o n t a i n  t h e  t i m c ~ ,  p l a c e  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  

spec, i a  1 meet i n g  . 

Scv t i o n  3 0 3 .  STAFF The  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  may a p p o i n t  

t e c . h n l c a 1  a n d  p r o f  e l s s i o n a l  s t a f f  . The  t o t a l  a n n u a l  com- 

p e n s a t i o n  p a i d  t h i s  s t a f f  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  t o t a l  a n n u a l  

c 2 0 m p e n s a t i o n  p a i d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  

~ x c p p t  as  p r o v i d e d  b y  o r d i n a n c e  a d o p t e d  b y  a v o t e  o f  f i v e  ( 5 )  

rnt.mbers of  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  



S e c t i o n  3 0 4 .  EXECUTIVE VETO. E v e r y  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  
--P 

a d o p t e d  by t h e  Board  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l ,  

w i t h i n  t h r e e  ( 3 )  d : t y i  o f  p a s s a g f > j  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  

C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  t o r  a p p r o v a l .  If t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  

a p p r o v e s ,  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  s i g n  i t ;  b u t ,  if 

not  a p p r o v e d ,  i t  s h a l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  w r i t t e n  r e a s o n s  

f o r  d i s a p p r o v a l  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

w i t h i n  t e n  ( 1 0 )  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  w h i c h  s u c h  

ordinance w a s  p a s s e d .  The  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

s h a l l  p r o c e e d  t o  a  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e r e o f  a t  a m e e t i n g  

h e l d  w i t h i n  t e n  ( I G )  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

o r d i n a n c e .  

I t  a f t e r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  f i v e  ( 5 )  members o f  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  v o t e  t o  p a s s  s u c h  

p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e . ,  i t s h a  1 I become e f f e c t i v e  a n d  s h a l l  

be e n f o r c e d  as  i f  i t  h a d  r c c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  

C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e .  

I f  a n y  s u c h  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e t u r n e d  

to t h e  Board of C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  b y  t h e  C o u n t y  

Excc,ut i v p  w i t h  w r i t 4  e n  r e a s o n  f o r  d i s a p p r o v a l ,  it s h a l l  

l i k e w i s e  become e f f e c t i v e  a n d  s h a l l  b e  e n f o r c e d  a s  i f  

i t  had  b e e n  a p p r o v e d .  

T h c  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  may v e t o  i n d i v i d u a l  i t e m s  i n  t h e  

b u d g e t  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o r d i n a n c e s .  Each  i t e m  o r  items 

n o t  vc.toed s h a l l  become o r d a i n e d ,  a n d  e a c h  i t e m  o r  i t e m s  

~ e t , o e > d  s h a l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same p r o c e d u r e  as  a n y  o t h e r  

p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  v e t o e d  by  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e .  



S e c t i o n  305. ADVISORY BOARD ON AUTHORITIES. The C o u n t y  

E x e c . u t i v e  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  t o  s t u d y  a n d  

to  rwommend ways  and means  of a b s o r b i n g  e x i s t i n g  A u t h o r i -  

t i c s  i n t o  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  B o a r d  s h a l l  d e l i v e r  a  

p u b l i c  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  a n d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  of 

C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  t w o  ( 2 )  y e a r s  

f o l  l o w i n g  i ts  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  



ARTICLE I V  

CHARTER OFFICIALS 

S e c t i o n  401 .  CHARTER OFFICIALS. The f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c i a l s  

of t h e  County of  A l l egheny  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a s  p r o v i d e d  

i n  Ar t i c l e  X: The C o n t r o l l e r ;  t h e  Cour t  R e g i s t r a r ;  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  and  t h e  S h e r i f f .  

S e c t i o n  402 .  POWERS AND DUTIES. Each o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  

s u p e r v i s e  and  c o n t r o l  t h e  Off ice ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i -  

s i o n s  of  S e c t i o n  507 ,  508 ,  524 and 525 of  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

Each o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a  d e p u t y ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  

A r t i c l e  X, and  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  

of  A r t i c l e  V I I I  and  t h e  budge t  o r d i n a n c e .  

Each o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  t h o s e  powers  and  p e r f o r m  

t h o s e  d u t i e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

O f f i c e  and  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  i n -  

c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code an  a r t i c l e  which  se t s  

f o r t h  t h e  powers  and t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e s e  d u t i e s .  

THE CONTROLLER 

S e c t i o n  403 .  THE OFFICE OF AUDITS AND CONTROL. T h e r e  

s h a l l  b e  an  O f f i c e  o f  A u d i t s  and  C o n t r o l ,  d i r e c t e d  by 

t h e  C o n t r o l l e r .  

S e c t i o n  404.  POWERS AND DUTIES. Excep t  as  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  

i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  t h o s e  powers  

and p e r f o r m  t h o s e  d u t i e s  r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  b y  



o r d i n a n c e .  The C o n t r o l l e r  s h a l l :  

a .  P r e - a u d i t  and r e c o r d ,  u s i n g  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a c c o u n t i n g  and a u d i t i n g ,  f i s c a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  

of a l l  c o u n t y  a g e n c i e s  r e c e i v i n g ,  d i s b u r s i n g  o r  a u t h o r i z i n g  

t h e  d i s b u r s e m e n t  o f  c o u n t y  f u n d s ,  and  r e p o r t ,  a t  l e a s t  

m o n t h l y ,  t o  t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a l l  

p r o p o s e d  f i s c a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  which  have  n o t  m e t  p r e - a u d i t  

r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and t h e  r e a s o n s  t h e r e f o r ;  

b .  Conduct  s p e c i a l  p o s t - a u d i t s  o f  a c c o u n t s  which  t h e  

C o n t r o l l e r  h a s  n o t  p r e - a u d i t e d ,  upon t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  

t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e ,  t h e  Board of  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  

o r  upon t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r ;  

c .  Recommend f o r  a d o p t i o n  by o r d i n a n c e ,  a u n i f o r m  

a c c o u n t i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  a l l  c o u n t y  a g e n c i e s  and  a u t h o r i t i e s ;  

d .  P r e p a r e  and  c e r t i f y  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  i n d e b t e d n e s s  

of t h e  c o u n t y ;  

e .  Appo in t  a  s o l i c i t o r .  

S e c t i o n  405. PERFORMANCE AUDITS. The C o n t r o l l e r  s h a l l  

c o n d u c t  p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t s  o f  a l l  c o u n t y  a g e n c i e s  and  

a u t h o r i t i e s  and  o f  t h o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  

p u b l i c  and  p r i v a t e ,  which  r e c e i v e  c o u n t y  f u n d s  t o  p r o v i d e  

a  s e r v i c e  o r  s e r v i c e s  which  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u l d  p e r f o r m  

i t s e l f ,  whenever  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  deems it n e c e s s a r y  o r  is  

d i r e c t e d  t o  c o n d u c t  s u c h  a u d i t s  by t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e  o r  

by t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  I n  any  e v e n t ,  

t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t s  o f  

c o u n t y  a g e n c i e s  a t  least  o n c e  e v e r y  f o u r  ( 4 )  y e a r s .  



1 Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  e a c h  p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t ,  t h e  

L C o n t r o l  1 e r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  and make recommendat ions  t o  t h e  

County E x e c u t i v e  and  t o  the Board of c o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

o n  ways t o  improve t h e  eIf i c i e n c y  o r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  

p rug ram,  s e r v i c ~  o r  agency  a u d i t e d .  

The p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t ,  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  

s h a l l  n o t  a b r i d g e  t,he power of t h e  Board of  County Repre-  

s e n t a t  i v e s  t o  c o n d u c t  p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t s .  

COURT REGISTRAR 

S e c t i o n  406.  OFFICE OF THE COURT REGISTRAR. T h e r e  - 

s h a l l  b e  an  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C o u r t  R e g i s t r a r .  

S e c t i o n  407 .  POWERS AND DUTIES. Excep t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  t h e  C o u r t  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  have  

a1 1 t h e  powers  g r a n t e d  t o  c l e r k s  o f  c o u r t ,  p r o t h o n o t a r i e s ,  

a n d  r e g i s t e r s  o f  w i l l s ,  c l e r k s  o f  o r p h a n s '  c o u r t  by 

a p p l i c a b l e  l a w ,  by t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by o r d i n a n c e .  

The C o u r t  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  o f  a l l  c a s e s  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  and t h e  r e s u l t  

o f  a l l  c a s e s  d i s p o s e d  o f  by t h e  C o u r t  o f  Common P l e a s .  

S e c t i o n  408 .  RESTRICTIONS. The C o u r t  R e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  n o t  

b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  C o u r t  o f  Common P l e a s  

o f  t h e  County of A l l e g h e n y .  

DISTRICT ATTOFtNEY 

S e c t i o n  409 .  OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY. T h e r e  

s h a l l  b e  a n  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y .  

S e c t i o n  410 .  POWERS AND DUTIES. E x c e p t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  s h a l l  



h a v ?  all t h e  p o w e r s  g r a n t e d  t o  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  b y  

a p p l i c a b l e  l a w ,  by  t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  b y  o r d i n a n c e .  

S e c t i o n  411 .  QUALIFICATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS. T h e  

D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  a n d  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y s  

s h a l l  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  S u p r e m e  

C o u r t  o f  t h e  Commonweal th  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  T h e y  s h a l l  n o t  

e n g a g e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c r i m i n a l  l a w  d u r i n g  

t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  O f f  i c e  n o r  s h a l l  

t h e y  m a i n t a i n  a n y  a f f i l i a t i o n  o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a n y  

o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  f i r m  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  b y  o r  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  

t h c y  r e c e i v e  a n y  money o r  o t h e r  b e n e f i t  a r i s i n g  f r o m  

t h c  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  c o u r t s .  

S e c t i o n  4 1 2 .  DETECTIVES. C o u n t y  d e t e c t i v e s  s h a l l  b e  ex -  -- 

u f i ' i c i o  c o n s t a b l e s  o f  t h e  Commonweal th  a n d  s h a l l  h a v e  

a l l  t h e  p o w e r s  a n d  p r e r o g a t i v e s  c o n f e r r e d  o n  p o l i c e  

of f i c e r s  b y  l a w s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  c i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  o f  

t h e  Commonweal th .  C o u n t y  d e t e c t i v e s  may be i n s t r u c t e d  

by t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ,  a f t e r  a c r i m i n a l  c o m p l a i n t  h a s  

been f i l e d  b e f o r e  a m a g i s t r a t e  o r  u p o n  r e q u e s t  o f  a 

g r a n d  j u r y  o r  when d i r e c t e d  b y  o r d e r  o f  c o u r t ,  t o  make  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  o b t a i n  e v i d e n c e  a n d  a p p r e h e n d  p e r s o n s  

i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  s u c h  c r i m i n a l  case.  

S e c t i o n  4 1 3 .  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO ASSIST DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY. T h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l ,  u p o n  t h e  r e q u e s t  

o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ,  a s s i g n  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  

such p e r s o n n e l  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  as t h e  

C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  d e e m s  n e c e s s a r y .  

- 1 4  - 



SHERIFF 

S e c t i o n  414. OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF. T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  an 

O f f i c e  of  t h e  S h e r i f f .  

S e c t i o n  415 .  POWERS AND DUTIES. E x c e p t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  t h e  S h e r i f f  s h a l l  h a v e  t h o s e  

powers  g r a n t e d  t o  s h e r i f f s  by a p p l i c a b l e  l a w  and by 

common l aw  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

O f f i c e  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  S e c t i o n  416 o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

S e c t i o n  416.  FUNCTIONS OF THE OFFICE. The S h e r i f f  s h a l l  

p e r f o r m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f u n c t  i . ons :  

a .  E n f o r c e  j u d i c i a l  o r d e r s  and d e c r e e s ;  

b .  M a i n t a i n  s e c u r i t y  a t  c o u n t y  d e t e n t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ;  

c,. M a i n t a i n  s e c u r i t y  i n  and  a b o u t  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t y ;  

d .  Guard p r i s o n e r s  when t h e y  a r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  i n  

c o u n t y  d e t e n t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ;  

e .  P e r f o r m  o t h e r b  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  and  peace -keep ing  f u n c t i o n s ,  

s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  S e c t i o n  418 o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

S e c t i o n  417. RESTRICTIONS. The S h e r i f f  and t h e  Deputy 

S h e r i f f s  s h a l l  n o t  engage  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of  

l aw d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  

n o r  s h a l l  t h e y  m a i n t a i n  any  a f f i l i a t i o n  o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  any  o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  f i r m  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  by o r  

t h r o u g h  which t h e y  r e c e i v e  any  money o r  o t h e r  b e n e f i t  

a r i s i n g  f rom t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  l a w  

S e c t i o n  418 .  JURISDICTION. I t  b e i n g  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  

C h a r t e r  t o  v e s t  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n c t i o n  of  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  and 



p e a c e - k e e p i n g  i n  t h e  Depar tment  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  t h e  S h e r i f f  

s h a l l  n o t  exercise s u c h  powers  e x c e p t  when r e q u e s t e d  

to do so  by a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  s u b - d i v i s i o n  

w i t h i n  t h e  County o f  A l l e g h e n y ,  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e  

o r  t h e  Gove rno r  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  

S e c t i o n  419 .  DEPUTY SHERIFFS. When p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  

of t h e  O f f i c e ,  t h e  d e p u t y  s h e r i f f s  s h a l l  b e  e x - o f f i c i o  

c o n s t a b l e s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  and  s h a l l  

have  a l l  t h e  powers  and  p r e r o g a t i v e s  c o n f e r r e d  on p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r s  by l a w s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  c i t i e s  and  c o u n t i e s  of  t h e  

Commonwealth. 

S e c t i o n  420. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO ASSIST THE 

SHERIFF. The County  E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l ,  upon t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  

t h e  S h e r i f f ,  a s s i g n  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S h e r i f f  f rom t h e  

Depar tment  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  s u c h  p e r s o n n e l  t o  assist t h e  

S h e r i f f  a s  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  deems n e c e s s a r y .  



ARTICLE V 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND DEPARTMENTAL ORGANIZATION 

S e c t i o n  501.  SUPERVISION AND ORGANIZATION. A l l  d e p a r t m e n t s  

s h a l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n ,  s u p e r v i s i o n  and c o n t r o l  

o f  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e .  The County E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  

a d i r e c t o r  f o r  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  con f  irmat i o n  

p r o c e d u r e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A r t i c l e  11. 

S e c t i o n  502 .  REORGANIZATION. The County  E x e c u t i v e  may 

s u b m i t  t o  t h e  Board of County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p r o p o s e d  

o r d i n a n c e s  recommending c h a n g e s  i n  d e p a r t m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o r  a b o l i t i o n  o f  d e p a r t -  

m e n t s ,  and  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o r  r e a s s i g n m e n t  o f  f u n c t i o n s ,  

powers  and  d u t i e s  among d e p a r t m e n t s .  I f  t h e  Board of  County 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f a i l s  t o  a d o p t  o r  t o  re ject  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r d i n a n c e  w i t h i n  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  d a y s  a f t e r  i t s  

s u b m i s s i o n ,  s a i d  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e  deemed 

a d o p t e d  as f u l l y  and t o  t h e  same e x t e n t  a s  i f  f a v o r a b l e  

a c t i o n  t h e r e o n  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  by t h e  B o a r d  o f  County 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

S e c t i o n  503.  DUTIES OF DIRECTORS. The County E x e c u t i v e  

s h a l l  recommend f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code,  

a r t i c l e s  p r e p a r e d  by e a c h  o f f i c e r  which  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  

powers  t h a t  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  e x p e c t s  t o  u s e  and  t h e  manner 

and  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  wh ich  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  a r e  

t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d .  



S e c t i o n  504. FUNCTIONS OF DIRECTORS. D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  

manage t h e i r  d e p a r t m e n t s  and s u p e r v i s e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  p e r -  

s o n n e l .  They s h a l l  a p p o i n t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  

t h e  County Executive a n d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Ar t i c le  V I I I ,  

a l l  d e p a r t m e n t a l  p e r s o n n e l .  D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  exercise t h e  

powers  and p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  se t  f o r t h  by l aw ,  by  t h i s  

Chartchr o r  by o r d i n a n c e ,  and  s h a l l  p e r f o r m  e v e r y  p ro -  

f e s s i o n a l  a c t  i n c i d e n t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  d i r e c t o r  and a s  

m a y  be r e q u i r e d  o r  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code. 

S e c t i o n  505. REMOVAL OF DIRECTORS. Excep t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  - 

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by l aw ,  d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  

h o l d  o f f i c e  a t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  of  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e .  

I f  a d i r e c t o r  is removed,  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  

n o t i f y  t h e  Board of  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  g i v i n g  

w r i t t e n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  s u c h  r emova l .  

S e c t i o n  506. TEMPORARY APPOIIU'TMENTS. When t h e  p o s i t i o n  -- 

o f  d l r e c t o r  i s  v a c a n t ,  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  make 

a permanent  o r  t e m p o r a r y  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  f i l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

N o  t e m p o r a r y  a p p o i n t e e  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  l o n g e r  

t h a n  s i x  ( 6 )  m o n t h s ,  u n l e s s  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  e x t e n d e d  

by a c t i o n  of  t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

S e c t i o n  507. COMMON ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES. A l l  c o u n t y  
-- 

a g e n c i e s  and  a u t h o r i t i e s  which  r e c e i v e  f u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  o r  

app roved  b y  t h e  Board of County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  

usp t h e  s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  s u c h  a s  

b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  l e g a l ,  a c c o u n t i n g ,  p u r c h a s i n g ,  d a t a  

p r o c p s s i n g  and e n g i n e e r i n g ,  whenever  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e  



d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  

c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t .  

S w t  l o n  5 0 8 .  COMMON ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS. T h e  

C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  may recommend t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i ts  a d o p t i o n  o f  u n i f o r m  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  be f o l l o w e d  b y  a l l  d e -  

p a r t m e n t s ,  o f f  i ces  and  b o a r d s .  

DEPARTMENTAL ORGANIZATION 

S e c t i o n  5 0 9 . 0 .  DEPARTMENT OF AVIATION. T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  

a D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A v i a t i o n  

S e c t i o n  5 0 9 . 1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A v i a t i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  i t s  

d u t y  s h a l l  be t o :  

D e v e l o p  a n d  m a n a g e  t h e  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p r o -  

g r a m s  of t h e  c o u n t y .  

S e c t i o n  5 1 0 . 0 .  DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES. 
.---- 

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Communi ty  S e r v i c e s .  

S e c t i o n  5 1 0 . 1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  i ts  d u t y  s h a l l  

b e  t o :  

C o o r d i n a t e  c o u n t y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a n d  f u n d i n g  o f  

t h e  f o l  l o w i n g  p r o g r a m s :  

a .  V e t e r a n s '  a f f a i r s ;  

b .  Consumer  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  a d v i c e ;  

c .  L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e ;  

d .  C i t i z e n s '  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  

e .  C u l t u r a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;  



1 .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  s o i l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ;  

. P r o m o t i o n  of industrial a n d  commerc ia l  

d v v ~ l o p m e n t  i n  t h c  c o u n t y ;  

h .  F i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  o t h e r  a i d  t o  c i t i e s ,  

b o r o u g h s ,  t o w n s h i p s  and  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  s u b - d i v i s i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  5 1 1 . 0 .  DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS. T h e r e  s h a l l  - 

b e  a D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s ,  d i r e c t e d  b y  a Warden.  

S e c t i o n  5 1 1 . 1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  power  a n d  

i t s  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

a .  Manage t h e  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  P r i s o n ;  

h. P r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e  k e e p i n g  of a n d  

p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  a l l  

p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e i n .  

S e c t i o n  5 1 2 . 0 .  DEPARTMENT O F  FINANCE. T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  

a D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i n a n c e .  

S e c t l o n  5 1 2 . 1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. -- 

Th? D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i n a n c e  s h a l l  h a v e  a l l  t h e  p o w e r s  

g r a n t e d  t o  t r e a s u r e r s  a n d  a s s e s s o r s  by  a p p l i c a b l e  l a w ,  

by t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by o r d i n a n c e ,  a n d  i t s  d u t y  s h a l l  be t o :  

a .  C o l l e c t  a n d  r e c e i v e  a l l  t a x e s  a n d  o t h e r  m o n i e s  

d u e  o r  r e c e i v a b l e  by  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  i s s u e  r e c e i p t s  t h e r e f o r ,  

o r  a u t h o r i z e  o t h e r  c o u n t y  a g e n c i e s  t o  d o  s o  u n d e r  c o n d i -  

t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  by  t h e  D i r e c t o r ;  

b .  Keep a c c u r a t e  a n d  c o m p l e t e  a c c o u n t s  o f  r e c e i p t s  

a n d  d i s b u r s e m e n t s ;  

. D e p o s i t  m o n i ~ s  i n  d e p o s i t o r i e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by 

o r d i n a n c e ;  

- 2 0  - 



d .  I n v e s t  c o u n t y  mon ies  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  

p r o v i s i o l i s  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code; 

e .  D i s b u r s e  a l l  payments  f o r  a u t h o r i z e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s ;  

f .  A d m i n i s t e r  a sys t em f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  m u n i c i p a l  

t a x  c l a i m s  and  l i e n s ,  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  by a p p l i c a b l e  law;  

g .  S u p e r v i s e  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  of  a l l  rea l  and p e r s o n a l  

p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  f o r  t a x  p u r p o s e s ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  by 

a p p l i c a b l e  law.  

S e c t i o n  513 .0 .  DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  

a  Depa,rtment o f  H e a l t h .  

S e c t  i o n  513 .1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Depar tment  o f  H e a l t h  s h a l l  have  t h e  power and i ts  

d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

Develop  and  manage t h o s e  programs and  s e r v i c e s  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  

a s  p r o v i d e d  by law o r  by o r d i n a n c e .  

S e c t i o n  514 .0 .  DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES. T h e r e  

s h a l l  b e  a  Depar tment  o f  Human S e r v i c e s .  

S e c t i o n  5 1 4 . 1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Depar tment  o f  Human S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  have  t h e  power 

and i t s  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o  p r o v i d e  o r  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  s e p a r a t e  

p rog rams  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f :  

C h i l d  c a r e  and  deve lopmen t ;  s e r v i c e  t o  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s ;  

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  and m e n t a l  r e t a r d a t i o n ;  p rog rams  

f o r m e r l y  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  

County I n s t i t u t i o n  D i s t r i c t  (Kane H o s p i t a l ,  C h i l d  

W e l f a r e ) ;  and  o t h e r  p rog rams  d e a l i n g  w i t h  human s e r v i c e s  



a s  p r o v i d e d  by a p p l i c a b l e  l aw ,  by t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by 

ord~nance. 

S e c t l o n  5 1 4 . 2 .  ADVISORY BOARDS. T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a n  

a d v l s o r y  b o a r d  f o r  t h ~  Depar tment  o i  Human S e r v i c e s  

and f o r  t h e  program of  c h i l d  c a r e  and deve lopmen t .  

The members s h a l l  be  a p p o i n t e d  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  Art ic le  

V I ,  o r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  l a w .  Each a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  s h a l l :  

a .  Make recommendat ions  on m a t t e r s  r e f e r r e d  by  

t h e  County E x e c u t i v e ,  t h e  Board of  County R e p r e s e n t a -  

t i v e s ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  b u r e a u  c o n c e r n e d  o r  as  

deemed a p p r o p r i a t e  by t h e  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d ;  

b.  C o n s u l t  and  a d v i s e  on matters  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  

deve lopment  o f  an  a n n u a l  p l a n  of s e r v i c e s  and  

? s t i m a t e  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  

County E x e c u t i v e  and  t o  t h e  Board o f  County  Repre-  

s e n t a t i v e s  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  b u d g e t i n g ;  

c .  P romote  b e t t e r  p u b l i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

p rog rams  and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  b u r e a u ;  

d .  S u g g e s t  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and  de-  

ve lopment  o f  t h e  b u r e a u .  

S e c t i o n  515.0. DEPARTMENT OF LABORATORIES. T h e r e  

s h a l l  b e  a Depa r tmen t  o f  L a b o r a t o r i e s .  

S e c t i o n  5 1 5 . 1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Depar tment  o f  L a b o r a t o r i e s  s h a l l  have  t h e  power 

and i t s  d u t y  s h a l l  be t o :  

P e r f o r m  s c i e n t i f i c  and  t e c h n i c a l  t es t s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  

w i t h  c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and  f o r  s u c h  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s  



1 a s  may be p r o v i d e d  b y  o r d i n a n c e .  

2 S e c t i o n  5 1 6 . 0 .  DEPARTMENT OF LAW. T h e r e  s h a l l  be a 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Law, d i r e c t e d  b y  t h e  C o u n t y  S o l i c i t o r .  

S e c t i o n  516.1. QUALIFICATIONS. T h e  C o u n t y  S o l i c i t o r  

s h a l l  be a d m i t t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  

o f  t h e  Commonweal th  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  

S e c t i o n  5 1 6 . 2 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

E x c e p t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by  

o r d i n a n c e ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Law s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  so le  p o w e r  

a n d  i t s  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

a .  R e p r e s e n t  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  A l l e g h e n y  i n  a l l  c o u r t  

p r o c e e d i n g s ;  

b .  S u p e r i n t e n d ,  d i r e c t  a n d  c o n d u c t  a l l  l e g a l  

mat te rs  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  c o u n t y ;  

c .  R e n d e r  l e g a l  a d v i c e  t o  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  

o f f i c e r s  a n d  b o a r d s ,  u p o n  r e q u e s t .  

S e c t i o n  517.0. DEPARTMENT OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER. 

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r .  

S e c t  i o n  5 1 7 . 1 .  QUALIFICATIONS. T h e  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r  

s h a l l  b e  a d o c t o r  o f  m e d i c i n e ,  e l i g i b l e  f o r  c e r t i f i -  

c a t i o n  i n  f o r e n s i c  p a t h o l o g y  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B o a r d  o f  

P a t h o l o g y  . Upon r e c o m m e n d a t  i o n  b y  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e ,  

t h a t  t h e  a b o v e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  u n d u l y  res t r ic t  t h e  number  

of a v a i l a b l e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  M e d i c a l  

E x a m i n e r ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may,  b y  

o r d i n a n c e ,  r e v i s e  t h e  a b o v e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  b u t  i n  n o  

i n s t a n c e  may it a d o p t  a q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  less t h a n  a 



D o c t o r  o f  M e d i c i n e ,  who is c e r t i f i e d  i n  A n a t o m i c  P a t h o l o g y  

w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  ( 3 )  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  F o r e n s i c  

P a t h o l d g y  a n d / o r  r e l a t e d  F o r e n s i c  S c i e n c e s .  

S e c t l o n  5 1 7 . 2 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r  s h a l l  h a v e  a l l  

t h e  p o w e r s  g r a n t e d  t o  c o r o n e r s  a n d  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  by 

a p p l  l c a b l e  l a w ,  b y  t h j  s C h a r t e r  o r  by o r d i n a n c e ,  a n d  i t s  

d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

Make a n y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  p e r f o r m  s u c h  s c i e n t i f i c  

tes ts  a s  deemed  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h .  

S e c t i o n  518.0. DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION AND - 

CONSERVATION. T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P a r k s ,  

R e c r e a t i o n  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  518.1. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P a r k s ,  R e c r e a t i o n  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  i ts  d u t y  s h a l l  be t o :  

D e v e l o p  a n d  manage  t h e  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

p r o g r a m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y .  

S e c t i o n  5 1 9 . 0 .  DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL. T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  

a D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P e r s o n n e l .  

S e c t i o n  519.1. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  

i ts  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

a .  A d m i n i s t e r  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  

~ n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A r t i c l e  V I I I ;  

b .  A d m i n i s t e r  a l l  r e c o r d s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  



p e r s o n n e l  s y s t e m ;  

(.. P r e p a r e  a  s y s t e m  of  i m p a r t i a l  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  h i r i n g  

and  p romot ing  on a  c o m p e t i t i v e  b a s i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Ar t i c l e  VI I I  ; 

d .  P r e p a r e  e l i g i b i l i t y  l is ts  f o r  appo in tmen t  and  

p r o m o t i o n ,  s u c h  e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  f o r  o n e  y e a r  

u n t i l  e x h a u s t e d  o r  r e p l a c e d  by s u b s e q u e n t  l i s t s ;  

e .  Deve lop  t r a i n i n g  and  c a r e e r  deve lopment  p rog rams  

f o r  c o u n t y  employees .  

S e c t i o n  5 1 9 . 2 .  DUTIES OF THE DIRECTOR. The D i r e c t o r  

s h a l l  p r e p a r e ,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P e r s o n n e l  Boa rd ,  

an  a r t i c l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code 

which  s h a l l  set  f o r t h  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  c a r e e r  s e r v i c e  r u l e s  

and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  manner i n  which  t h e y  s h a l l  b e  

a d m i n i s t e r e d .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  s h a l l  i n c l u d e :  

a .  A p o s i t i o n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and pay  p l a n  b a s e d  

on s i m i l a r i t y  o f  d u t i e s  pe r fo rmed  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

a s sumed ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  same minimum q u a l i f  i c a t  i o n s  may 

r e a s o n a b l y  b e  r e q u i r e d  and  t h e  same s c h e d u l e  o f  pay  b e  

e q u i t a b l y  a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  same c l a s s ;  

b  . D e s i g n a t i o n  of p r o b a t  i o n a r y  p e r i o d s  f o r  e a c h  

c l a s s  o f  employee ;  

c .  A u n i f o r m  employee g r i e v a n c e  p r o c e d u r e ;  

d .  A u n i f o r m  f u r l o u g h  p r o c e d u r e ,  by j o b  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  520.0. DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT. 

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a Depar tment  o f  P l a n n i n g  and Management. 

S e c t i o n  520.1. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 



The Depar tment  o f  P l a n n i n g  and Management s h a l l  have  a l l  

t h e  powers  g r a n t e d  t o  c o u n t y  p l a n n i n g  commiss ions  and  

d e p a r t m e n t s  by a p p l i c a b l e  l a w ,  by t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  and i t s  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

a .  P r e p a r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  deve lopmen t  

of and improvements  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ;  

b .  Review a l l  r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  p o s i t i o n s  

and make recommendat i o n s  t h e r e o n  t o  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e ;  

c .  S t u d y  d e p a r t m e n t a l  o p e r a t i o n s  and  make recommenda- 

t i o n s  t o  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e  f o r  t h e  improved e f f i c i e n c y  

and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of s u c h  o p e r a t i o n s ;  

d .  P r e p a r e  t h e  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  and  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t s ,  

t h e  c a p i t a l  improvements  p l a n  and  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  

o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  County 

Execut  i v e .  

S e c t i o n  5 2 1 . 0 .  DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND SUPPLIES. 

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a  Depar tment  o f  P r o p e r t y  and  S u p p l i e s .  

S e c t i o n  521 .1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Depa r tmen t  o f  P r o p e r t y  and  S u p p l i e s  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  

power and  i t s  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

a .  O p e r a t e  and  m a i n t a i n  c o u n t y  b u i l d i n g s  and  

f a c i l i t i e s ;  

b .  P u r c h a s e  o r  l e a s e  a l l  m a t e r i a l s ,  s u p p l i e s ,  

f u r n i s h i n g s ,  v e h i c l e s ,  equ ipment  and s e r v i c e s  f o r  

t h e  c o u n t y ;  

c .  M a i n t a i n  c o u n t y  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  equ ipment  and  

v e h i c l e s ;  



d .  P r o v i d e  t e l e p h o n e ,  m a i l  and  messenge r  s e r v i c e .  

S e c t i o n  5 2 2 . 0 .  DEPARTMENT OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER. 

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a  Depar tment  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Defende r .  

S e c t i o n  522 .1 .  QUALIFICATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS. The 

P u b l i c  Defende r  and  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r s  s h a l l  

b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  Supreme Cour t  o f  t h e  

Commonwealth o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  They s h a l l  n o t  engage  

i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c r i m i n a l  l a w  d u r i n g  t h e  

p e r i o d  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  Depar tment .  

S e c t i o n  5 2 2 . 2 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Depar tment  s h a l l  have  t h e  power and its d u t y  s h a l l  

b e  t o :  

F u r n i s h  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  a s  p r o v i d e d  by l a w  o r  by 

o r d i n a n c e .  

S e c t i o n  5 2 3 . 0 .  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY. T h e r e  

s h a l l  be a  Depar tment  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  The D i r e c t o r  

o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s h a l l  b e  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of  C i v i l  D e f e n s e  

and  t h e  F i r e  Marsha l .  

S e c t i o n  523.1. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Depar tment  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s h a l l  have  t h e  power 

and i ts  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

a .  M a i n t a i n  p o l i c e  and  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c o u n t y  

f a c i l i t i e s ;  

b .  P r o v i d e  p o l i c e  and  f i r e  t r a i n i n g  p rog rams ;  

2 5  c .  O f f e r  s u p p o r t i v e  s e r v i c e s  t o  m u n i c i p a l  p o l i c e  

26 a g e n c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of  p u b l i c  

27 s a f e t y  communica t ions  s y s t e m s ;  



1 d .  Develop  p l a n s  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  c o u n t y  r e s o u r c e s  

2 i n  t h e  e v e n t  of  a l o c a l ,  s t a t e  o r  n a t i o n a l  d i s a s t e r  o r  

emergency.  

S e c t  i o n  523 .2 .  COUNTY POLICE. County p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  

s h a l l  b e  e x - o f f i c i o  c o n s t a b l e s  of  t h e  Commonwealth o f  

P e n n s y l v a n i a  and  s h a l l  have  a l l  t h e  powers  and p r e -  

r o g a t i v e s  c o n f e r r e d  on p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  by l a w s  a p p l i c a b l e  

t o  c i t i e s  and  c o u n t i e s  of  t h e  Commonwealth, and  as  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  Second C l a s s  County Code. 

S e c t i o n  5 2 3 . 3 .  GENERAL POWERS. Excep t  f o r  t h e  powers  

g r a n t e d  by  t h i s  C h a r t e r  t o  t h e  O f f i c e s  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  

A t t o r n e y  and  t h e  S h e r i f f ,  t h e  Depar tment  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  

s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o l i c e  power of  t h e  c o u n t y  

government .  

S e c t i o n  523 .4 .  MUNICIPAL JURISDICTIONS MAINTAINED. 

No th ing  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  b e  c o n s t r u e d  t o  l i m i t ,  

r e s t r i c t  o r  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  powers  o r  a u t h o r i t y  of  

any c i t y ,  bo rough ,  t o w n s h i p  o r  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  

i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of  p o l i c e  o r  f i r e  s e r v i c e  

S e c t i o n  524 .0 .  DEPARTMENT OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT. 

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a  Depar tment  o f  R e c o r d s  Management. 

S e c t  i o n  524 .1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Depar tment  o f  Records  Management s h a l l  have  t h o s e  

powers  g r a n t e d  t o  r e c o r d e r s  o f  d e e d s  and  r e g i s t r a r s  o f  

d e e d s  by a p p l i c a b l e  l aw ,  by t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by o r d i n a n c e ,  

a n d  i t s  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

a .  Develop  and  m a i n t a i n  a  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  



and r e g i s t r a t i o n  of l a n d  t i t l e s  and d e e d s ,  t a x  l i e n s  

and r e a l  e s t a t e  a s s e s s m e n t s ;  

b .  Govern t h e  c r e a t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  r e t e n t i o n  and 

d i s p o s i t i o n  of  a l l  c o u n t y  and c o u r t  r e c o r d s ;  

c .  Adopt r u l e s  embodying s t a n d a r d s  f o r  a l l  c o u n t y  

a g e n c i e s  t o  g o v e r n ;  

1. The c a r e ,  c u s t o d y  and  f i l i n g  of  c o u n t y  r e c o r d s ;  

t h e i r  r e t e n t i o n ,  t r a n s f e r ,  d i s p o s i t i o n  o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  

a r c h i v e s ;  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  of equ ipment  t o  h o u s e  s u c h  

r e c o r d s ;  

2 .  The o c c a s i o n s ,  methods  and k i n d s  of  equ ipment  

t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  and d u p l i c a t i o n  of  c o u n t y  

r e c o r d s ;  

d. Des ign  and  a p p r o v e  a l l  f o r m s  u s e d  by a n y  c o u n t y  

agency  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  i ts  powers  and t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  

o f  i ts  d u t i e s ;  

e .  A u d i t  t h e  r e c o r d  s y s t e m s  o f  a l l  c o u n t y  a g e n c i e s  f o r  

c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  of  t h e  Depa r tmen t .  

S e c t i o n  525.0.  DEPARTMENT OF SYSTEMS AND COMPUTER SERVICES. 

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a  Depar tment  o f  Sys t ems  and  Computer S e r v i c e s .  

S e c t i o n  525.1. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Depa r tmen t  o f  S y s t e m s  and Computer S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  

have  a l l  t h e  powers  g r a n t e d  t o  commiss ions  f o r  t h e  selec- 

t i o n  of j u r o r s  by a p p l i c a b l e  l a w ,  by t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  and i ts  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

a .  Des ign  and  implement  a  management i n f o r m a t i o n  

s y s t e m ;  



b .  D e s i g n a t e  t h e  o c c a s i o n s ,  methods  and  k i n d s  of  

d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  and  computer  equipment  t o  b e  u s e d  

b y  any c o u n t y  a g e n c y ;  

c .  D e s i g n ,  implement and e v a l u a t e ,  w i t h  t h e  

a d v i c e  o f  t h e  Cour t  o f  Common P l e a s ,  a  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  

se lec t  i o n  of  j u r o r s .  

S e c t i o n  526.0.  DEPARTMENT OF WORKS AND CONSTRUCTION. 

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a  Depar tment  o f  Works and  C o n s t r u c t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  5 2 6 . 1 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The Depar tment  of  Works and  C o n s t r u c t i o n  s h a l l  have  t h e  

power and i t s  d u t y  s h a l l  b e  t o :  

a .  D e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t ,  r e p a i r  and  r e n o v a t e  a l l  

c o u n t y  b u i l d i n g s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  r o a d s  and s t r u c t u r e s ;  

b .  O p e r a t e  c o u n t y  w a s t e  f a c i l i t i e s .  



ARTICLE V I  

BOARDS 

S e c t i o n  601 .  APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS. Excep t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by  a p p l i c a b l e  l a w ,  t h e  County  

E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  a p p o i n t ,  w i t h  c o n f i r m a t i o n  by t h e  Board o f  

County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  members o f  a l l  b o a r d s .  Upon f a i l u r e  

o f  t h e  Board  o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  nomina t ion  

by t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  d a y s ,  t h e  appo in tmen t  

s h a l l  become f i n a l .  Upon f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  t o  

n o m i n a t e  f o r  a  b o a r d  v a c a n c y  w i t h i n  n i n e t y  ( 9 0 )  d a y s  o f  

s u c h  v a c a n c y ,  t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  

make t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  f o r t h w i t h .  

S e c t i o n  602 .  GUIDELINES FOR APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS. 

The County  E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  g i v e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  a p p o i n t -  

m e n t s  t o  b e  made,  s u c h  n o t i c e  t o  c o n t a i n  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  

i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  submi t  names i n  

n o m i n a t i o n .  E x c e p t  as  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by a p p l i c a b l e  law 

o r  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  a l l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  b o a r d s  s h a l l  b e  made 

and g o v e r n e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

a .  T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  ( 7 )  members o f  e a c h  

b o a r d .  T h e r e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  more t h a n  o n e  ( 1 )  

o f  e i t h e r  s e x  on a n y  b o a r d .  T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a t  l eas t  o n e  

member o f  t h e  b l a c k  r a c e  o n  e a c h  b o a r d .  

b .  The  a p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  f o r  two ( 2 )  y e a r  t e r m s ;  



c. When s u c h  b o a r d  a f f e c t s  thcl c o u n t y  a t  l a r g e ,  t h e  

a p p o i  ~ l t  ees s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of : 

1. A t  l eas t  two ( 2 )  peoplr .  who have  r e c e i v e d  

or  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  c o u n t y  

agency  t o  which  t h e  b o a r d  is a t t a c h e d ;  

2 .  One ( 1 )  member of  t h e  Board  o f  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  

3 .  P e o p l e  who have  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and  w i l l -  

i n g n e s s  t o  s e r v e  and who a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

soc io -economic  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t y  and o f  c o u n t y  d i s t r i c t s .  

S e c t i o n  603. GENERAL PROVISIONS. Each b o a r d  s h a l l  d e t e r -  

mine  i t s  r u l e s  o f  p . rocedure ,  i n c l u d i n g  methods  of  r e q u i r -  

i n g  r e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  m e e t i n g s ,  and  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  f o r  

i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code a n  a r t i c l e  which  s h a l l  

se t  f o r t h  t h o s e  powers  t h e  b o a r d  e x p e c t s  t o  u s e  and t h e  

manner and p r o c e d u r e  i n  which  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  are 

t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d .  E x c e p t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  

C h a r t e r ,  m e e t i n g s  o f  b o a r d s  s h a l l  b e  p u b l i c .  B o a r d s  s h a l l  keep  

r e c o r d s  o f  t h e i r  p r o c e e d i n g s , ' w h i c h  s h a l l  a l s o  b e  p u b l i c .  

S e c t i o n  604. COMPENSATION. Members o f  b o a r d s  may b e  

compensat  ed f o r  s e r v i c e s  and  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  a u t h o r i z e d  

e x p e n s e s  a s  recommended by t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e  and 

a p p r o v e d  by t h e  Board  o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

S e c t i o n  605 .  ADVISORY BOARDS CREATED. A d v i s o r y  b o a r d s  

may b e  c r e a t e d  and d i s s o l v e d  o n l y  by  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  County 

E x e c u t i v e .  

S e c t i o n  606 .  CHARTER BOARDS. The f o l l o w i n g  b o a r d s  a r e  

c r e a t e d  by t h i s  C h a r t e r :  E l e c t i o n s  and R e g i s t r a t i o n ;  



E m p l o y e e  P e n s i o n  a n d  R e t i r e m e n t ;  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  R e v i e w ;  

P e r s o n n e l ;  P r o p e r t y  A s s e s s m e n t  A p p e a l s ;  a n d  b o a r d s  

p r o v i d e d  i n  Ar t i c l e  V .  

S e c t i o n  6 0 7 .  BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION CREATED. 

T h e r e  is  e s t a b l i s h e d  a B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s  a n d  R e g i s t r a t i o n ,  

h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  6 0 8 .  COMPOSITION AND APPOINTMENT. T h e  B o a r d  

o f  E l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  f i v e  ( 5 )  members  who s h a l l  

s e r v e  s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  o f  f i v e  ( 5 )  y e a r s .  T h e  members  

o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  m a j o r i t y  

v o t e  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r .  

S e c t i o n  609. VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS. - 

I n  t h e  e v e n t  a v a c a n c y  o n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s  c a n n o t  

b e  f i l l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  d a y s  b y  r e a s o n  o f  a t i e  v o t e  

of t h e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  s h a l l  

c a s t  t h e  d e c i d i n g  v o t e  a t  a m e e t i n g  h e l d  w i t h i n  f o r t y  

( 4 0 )  d a y s  o f  s u c h  v a c a n c y .  

S e c t i o n  6 1 0 .  RESTRICTIONS. N o  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  ( 3 )  

members  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e l o n g  t o  

t h e  same p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  D u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e ,  

n o  member s h a l l  h o l d  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  b e  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  

p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  o r  b e  a n  o f f i c e r  i n  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  

S e c t i o n  6 1 1 .  APPOINTMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 

T h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s ,  w i t h  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  B o a r d  

of C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n  E x e c u t i v e  

D i r e c t o r  f o r  a t e r m  o f  f i v e  ( 5 )  y e a r s .  T h e  E x e c u t i v e  



D l r e c t o r  may b e  removed o n l y  upon t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s ,  w i t h  c o n f i r m a t i o n  by  m a j o r i t y  

v o t ~  o t t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  a n d  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  

C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r .  

S e c t i o n  6 1 2 .  DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. The  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  p e r f o r m  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

c :h l r f  c l e r k  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  " P e n n s y l v a n i a  E l e c t i o n  

C o d e ' ' ,  a n d  i n  t h e  " P e r m a n e n t  R e g i s t r a t i o n  A c t  f o r  C i t i e s  

o f  t h e  S e c o n d  C l a s s ,  C i t i e s  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  C l a s s  A, 

C i t i e s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  C l a s s ,  B o r o u g h s  a n d  T o w n s h i p s " ,  

a n d  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a D i r e c t o r  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h i s  

C h a r t e r .  

Scc.1 i o n  613. POWERS, DUTIES, OPERATIONS, RIGHTS -- 

AND RESPONSIBILITIES. Excep t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  

i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s  s h a l l :  e x e r c i s e  

a l l  p o w e r s  g r a n t e d  b y ;  p e r f o r m  a l l  d u t i e s  imposed  b y ;  

h a v e  a l l  r i g h t s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  c o u n t y  b o a r d s  

o f  ~ l e c t i o n s  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n s  set  f o r t h  i n ;  

a n d  o p e r a t e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  

a f o r e s a i d  " P e n n s y l v a , n i a  E l e c t i o n  Code" a n d  " P e r m a n e n t  

R e g i s t r a t i o n  A c t " ,  c i t e d  a b o v e .  

S e c t i o n  6 1 4 .  CAMPAIGN REPORTING. The B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s  

s h a l l  p r e p a r e  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n  o r d i n a n c e  f o r  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  d e a l -  

i n g  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  campaign  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  r e p o r t i n g ,  

w h i c h  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  b e  l i m i t e d  t o :  

a .  L i m i t s  o n  campaign  s p e n d i n g ;  



b .  L i m i t s  o n  c a s h  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ;  

c .  A s y s t e m  01 r e p o r t i n g  d e s i g n e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  

d o n o r s  o f  s e r v i c e s  and p u r c h a s e r s  o f  t i c k e t s .  

S e c t i o n  6 1 5 .  EMPLOYEE PENSION AND RETIREMENT BOARD CREATED. 

T h e r e  is  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  Employee P e n s i o n  a n d  R e t i r e m e n t  

B o a r d  

S e c t i o n  6 1 6 .  COMPOSITION. The  Employee P e n s i o n  a n d  

R e t i r e m e n t  Board  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  n i n e  ( 9 )  members:  

t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e ;  t h r e e  ( 3 )  members o f  t h e  B o a r d  

o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t -  

ment  o f  F i n a n c e ;  a n d  f o u r  ( 4 )  e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  career 

s e r v i c e  who s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  by a l l  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e s .  

The m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h i s  b o a r d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  

S e c t i o n  602 of t h i s  C h a r t e r .  T h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  terms a n d  t h e  

m e t h o d  o f  e l e c t i o n  of t h e  career  s e r v i c e  members o f  

t h e  Employee P e n s i o n  a n d  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d .  

S e c t i o n  6 1 7 .  EMPLOYEE BENEFITS TO CONTINUE. N o t h i n g  

i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  d i m i n i s h  t h e  r i g h t s  o r  p r i v i l e g e s  

of a n y  f o r m e r  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e  e n t i t l e d  t o  b e n e f i t s ,  

o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o r  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  a n y  p r e s e n t  c o u n t y  

e m p l o y e e  i n  t h e  p e n s i o n  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m .  

S e c t i o n  6 1 8 .  POWERS AND DUTIES. The Employee  P e n s i o n  

a n d  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  s h a l l :  

a .  A d m i n i s t e r  t h e  c o u n t y  r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  p e n s i o n  

s y s t e m  a s  p r o v i d e d  by  a p p l i c a b l e  l a w ,  b y  t h i s  C h a r t e r  

o r  by o r d i n a n c e ;  



b .  S e r v e  a s  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  Employee P e n s i o n  and 

R e t i r e m e n t  Fund ,  with exclusive c o n t r o l  and  management 

of s a i d  Fund,  and  w l t h  f u l l  power t o  i n v e s t  t h e  mon ie s  

o r  any  p a r t s  t h e r e o r  s u b , j e c t  t o  t h e  terms, c o n d i t i o n s ,  

l i m i t a t i o n s  and  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  by l a w  f o r  i n -  

v ~ s t m e n t s  o f  t r u s t  f u n d s  b y  f i d u c i a r i e s  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  

S e c t i o n  619 .  ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW BOARD CREATED. T h e r e  

1s e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Review Board .  

S e c t i o n  620 .  COMPOSITION. The Board of  County Repre-  

s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l ,  by o r d i n a n c e ,  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  number,  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and  t e r m s  of members o f  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Revlew Board .  

S e c t i o n  621 .  POWERS AND DUTIES. The E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Review 

Board s h a l l :  

a .  A d v i s e  a l l  c o u n t y  a g e n c i e s  on  t h e  deve lopment  o f  

programs f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and  improvement o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  

o f  t h e  env i ronmen t  and t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ;  

h .  F o r  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  f i l l i n g ,  excava-  

t l o n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  p a i d  f o r  i n  whole  

~ ) r  i n  p a r t  by c o u n t y  f u n d s :  

I .  Approve an e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impac t  s t a t e m e n t ;  

2 .  M o n i t o r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  app roved  e n v i r o n -  

m e n t a l  impac t  s t a t e m e n t  ; 

3 .  I n i t i a t e  s u c h  a c t i o n s  a t  l a w  o r  i n  e q u i t y  a s  

s h a l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n f o r c e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  app roved  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impac t  s t a t e m e n t ;  

c .  P e r f o r m  s u c h  o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  t h e  Board o f  County  



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may o r d a i n .  

S e c t i o n  622 .  ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS. The Board of  

C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t  a t  j v e s  s h a l l . ,  by  o r d i n a n c e ,  a d o p t  

s t a n d a r d s  r e l a t i n g  lo e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t ,  p r o v i d e  

p e n a l t i e s  f o r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  t h e r e o f  and a u t h o r i z e  

r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  c o u r t s  f o r  t h e  en fo rcemen t  o f  t h e s e  

s t a n d a r d s .  

S e c t i o n  623. ASSISTANCE TO OTHER MUNICIPALITIES. 

The E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Review Boa rd ,  s h a l l ,  i f  r e q u e s t e d  

by a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  County  of  A l l e g h e n y ,  

r e v i e w  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impac t  s t a t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  

S e c t i o n  624. BOARD OF PROPERTY ASSESSMENT APPEALS CREATED. 

T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  a  Board of P r o p e r t y  Assessment  A p p e a l s .  

S e c t i o n  625. COMPOSITION. The Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a -  

t i v e s  s h a l l ,  by o r d i n a n c e ,  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  number,  q u a l i f i c a -  

t i o n s ,  terms and  p e r  diem c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  

Board o f  P r o p e r t y  Assessment  A p p e a l s .  

S e c t i o n  626 .  POWERS AND DUTIES. The Board of  P r o p e r t y  

Assessment  A p p e a l s  s h a l l :  

a .  H e a r  and d e t e r m i n e  a p p e a l s  f rom c o u n t y  a s s e s s m e n t s ;  

b .  F o l l o w i n g  a  h e a r i n g ,  i s s u e  an o r d e r  a f f i r m i n g ,  

v a c a t i n g  o r  m o d i f y i n g  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  a p p e a l e d ,  and 

s t a t i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h e r e f o r .  



ARTICLE V I I  

FISCAL PROCEDURES . 

S e c t l o n  701 .  FISCAL YEAR. The f i s c a l  y e a r  s h a l l  b e  t h e  

c a l e n d a r  y e a r .  The f i s c a l  y e a r  may b e  changed  by o r d i n a n c e .  

S e c t i o n  702.  COMPREHRNSIVE SCOPE OF THE BUDGETS. The c o u n t y  

b u d g e t s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t ,  t h e  

c a p i t a l  b u d g e t ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  improvements  p l a n ,  a  

p r o j e c t e d  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  and  t h e  budge t  message .  T h e s e  

b u d g e t s  s h a l l  r e p r e s e n t  a  c o m p l e t e  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  f o r  t h e  

n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r  and  f i n a n c i a l  e s t i m a t e s  p r o j e c t e d  o v e r  

t h e  n e x t  f i v e  ( 5 )  f i s c a l  y e a r s .  

S e c t i o n  7 0 3 .  PROJECTED FIVE-YEAR FINANCIAL PLANS. Not 

l a t e r  t h a n  o n e  hundred  and  e i g h t y  ( 1 8 0 )  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  

end o f  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  s u b m i t  

t o  t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  f o r  

t h e  n e x t  s u c c e e d i n g  i i v e  ( 5 )  y e a r s  which s h a l l  i n c l u d e ,  f o r  

e a c h  f i s c a l  y e a r :  

a .  A c a p i t a l  i m p r o v ~ m e n t s  p l a n  which s h a l l  l is t  

t h o s e  c a p i t a l  improvements  p e n d i n g  and t h o s e  p r o p o s e d  t o  

b e  u n d e r t a k e n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  e a c h  

improvement ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  method o f  f i n a n c i n g  and t h e  

e s t i m a t e d  a n n u a l  c o s t  o f  o p e r a t i o n ;  

b .  A p r o j e c t e d  o p e r a t i n g  budge t  which s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a  

summary of  e s t i m a t e d  r e v e n u e s  and p r o j e c t e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  

c l a s s i f i e d  by program.  



T h e  B o a r d  of  C o u n t y  R c p r e s e n t a t l v e s  s h a l l  h o l d  a t  

Iclast  two ( 2 )  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  on t h e  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  

p l a n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  o p ~ r a t i n g  b u d g e t .  Not l a t e r  

t h a n  n i n e t y  (90)  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  end of t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  

t h c  B o a r d  of C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t , a t i v e s  s h a l l ,  b y  r e s o l u t i o n ,  

s l g n i f y  a p p r o v a l  o r  d i s a p p r o v a l  o t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c a p i t a l  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  p l a n .  

S e c t i o n  704. SUBMISSION OF THE CAPITAL BUDGET AND ANNUAL 

OPERATING BUDGET. A t  l e a s t  s e v e n t y - f i v e  (75)  d a y s  p r i o r  

t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  

s u b m l t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  of C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a b u d g e t  

m e s s a g e ,  a b a l a n c e d ,  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t ,  a c a p i t a l  

budget  a n d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  t a x  o r d i n a n c e .  The b u d g e t  m e s s a g e  

s h a l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  b u d g e t  i n  f i s c a l  terms a n d  i n  terms o f  

t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  t o  btt a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  s h a l l  r e l a t e  t h e  

r e q u e s t e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t y .  The  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t  s h a l l  recommend t h o s e  p a r t s  

o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  p l a n  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  u n d e r -  

t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r .  T h e  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  

b u d g e t  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  

s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p r o g r a m  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  t h o s e  new 

p r o g r a m s  n e e d e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s ;  p r o p o s e d  

p r o g r a m  e x p e n d i t u r e s ;  r e v e n u e s  n e e d e d  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e s e  

p r o g r a m s ;  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  r e a c h i n g  t h e  

o b j e c t i v e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :  



a .  A s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  c a s h  s u r p l u s  a v a i l a b l e  

at t h e  e n d  of th t l  f i s c a l  y e a r ;  

b .  A s t a t e m e n t  of t h e  e s t  imatc.d r e v e n u e  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  

d u r l n g  t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e v e n u e s  f r o m  f e e s ,  

g r a n t s ,  t a x e s  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s ;  

(.. A s t a t e m e n t  of d e b t  s e r v i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  

n e x t  f i s e a l  y e a r  ; 

d .  A s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  b o n d e d  a n d  o t h e r  i n d e b t e d n e s s  

of t h e  c o u n t y ;  

e .  F o r  e a c h  p r o g r a m ,  a  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  

r e c e e i p t s ,  a m o u n t s  b u d g e t e d  a n d  a c t u a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  

t h c  l a s t  c o m p l e t e d  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  a n d  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  t h e  

c 2 u r r e n t l y  e n d i n g  f i s c a l  y e a r  a n d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  

yclar .  

S e c t l o n  7 0 5 .  PUBLIC HEARINGS. T h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t -  -- 

a t i v e s  s h a l l  h o l d  a t  l ea s t  f o u r  ( 4 )  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o n  

t h e  p r o p o s e d  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  a n d  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t  o r d i n a n c e s .  

S u f f i c i e n t  c o p i e s  o f  t h e s e  b u d g e t s  s h a l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t h e  p u b l i c  p r i o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  a f t e r  a d o p t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  7 0 6 .  ADOPTION OF THE BUDGET AND TAX ORDINANCES. 

The  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may amend t h e  b u d g e t  a n d  

tax o r d i n a n c e s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e .  A t  least  

t h i r t y  (30)  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e n d  of t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  

t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  a d o p t  t h e  b u d g e t  

a n d  t a x  o r d i n a n c e s .  S h o u l d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t -  

a t i v e s  f a i l  t o  ac t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  

a n d  u n t l l  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t a k e s  a c t i o n ,  



t h e  b u d g e t s  a n d  t a x e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r  a s  p r o p o s e d  

by t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t  i v e  s h a l l  b e  deemed a d o p t e d  a n d  s h a l l  

c . o n s t l t u t e  t a x  l e v ~ e s  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  as  f u l l y  a n d  

t o  t h e  same e x t e n t  a s  i f  f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n  t h e r e o n  h a d  

b e e n  t a k e n  by  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

S e c t i o n  7 0 7 .  APPROPRIATION AMENDMENTS. I f  recommended by  

t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v ~ > ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

may by o r d i n a n c e ,  a p p r o v e :  

a .  E x p e n d i t u r e  of c o n t i n g e n c y  f u n d s ,  i f  t h e  C o u n t y  

E x e c u t i v e  c e r t i f i e s  t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  are  a v a i l a b l e ;  

b .  T r a n s f e r  o f  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  a n y  unencumbered  p r o g r a m  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r  p r o g r a m ;  

. R e d u c t i o n  o f  o n e  o r  more  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  i f  a t  

a n y  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  r e v e n u e s  

w i l l  b e  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  

S e c t i o n  7 0 8 .  POST-AUDIT. The  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e -  

s e n t a t  i v e s ,  a f t e r  cl,)rnpet i t  i v e  n e g o t  i a t i o n ,  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  

a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t  o r  f i r m  o f  

s u c h  a c c o u n t a n t s  t o  make a n  a n n u a l  p o s t - a u d i t  o f  a l l  c o u n t y  

a g e n c i e s  r e c e i v i n g ,  d i s b u r s i n g  o r  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  d i s -  

b u r s e m e n t  o f  c o u n t y  f u n d s .  T h e  p o s t - a u d i t  s h a l l  b e  

c o n d u c t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  a u d i t i n g  

p r i n c i p l e s .  

Upon r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  by  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  t h a t  a p o s t -  

a u d i t  by  t h e  Commonwealth o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  by t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  o f  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  

or b y  a n o t h e r  a u d i t i n g  a g e n c y  i s  a d e q u a t e ,  t h e  B o a r d  



of County R e p r e s e n  tCi t i v e s  m l y ,  by o r d i n a n c e ,  exempt f rom 

a u d i t  by t h e  a fowrs ; i  ~ c i  a c c o t i n t a n t s  o r  f i r m  of  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  

a c o u n t y  agency  wt1 ic .h  h a s  bcen  s o  a u d i t e d .  

Lpon c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  p o s t - a u d i t ,  t h e  a u d i t o r  and 

t h ~  C o n t r o l l e r  s h a l l  s u b m j t  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Board o f  

County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The Board o f  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

s h a l l  s u b m i t  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  s u c h  o t h e r  o f f i c e s  a s  may b e  

r e q u i r e d  and s h a l l  g i v e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  t h e  

r e p o r t  and  t h e  p l a c e  where  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  

S e c t i o n  709. SURCHARGE REQUIREMENTS. 

a .  The amount of any  s h o r t a g e ,  o r  t h e  amount o f  any  

expc lnd i tu re  of a  k i n d  o r  made i n  a  manner p r o h i b i t e d  o r  

u n a u t h o r i z e d  by law which c a u s e s  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s  t o  t h e  

.*ount,y s h a l l  b e  a  s u r c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  any  p e r s o n  a g a i n s t  

whcm s u c h  s h o r t a g e  s h : ~  11 a p p e a r ,  who, by m a l f e a s a n c e ,  

r n l s t e a s a n c e  o r  n o n f e a s a n c e  h a s  p e r m i t t e d  o r  app roved  

s u c h  e x p e n d i t u r e .  

In. Any s h o r t a g e ,  i n  any  r e p o r t  f i l e d  by t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  

o r  b y  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  a u d i t o r  w i t h  t h e  Board o f  County 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a g a i n s t  any  p e r s o n ,  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  

a s u r c h a r g e  and u n l e s s  a p p e a l  i s  t a k e n ,  t h e  Board of  

County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  c a u s e  same t o  b e  e n t e r e d  

i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  C o u r t  R e g i s t r a r  a s  a  judgment 

a g a i n s t  t h e  o n e  s u r c h a r g e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ;  

c .  I n  t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s  where  t h e  Board o f  County 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o r  e x p e n d i t u r e  

a s  a f o r e s a i d  was not  c a u s e d  by m a l f e a s a n c e ,  m i s f e a s a n c e  



o r  n o n f e a s a n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  t h e r e f o r ,  b u t  

o c c u r r e d  d e s p i t , e  t h ~  good f a i t h  o f  s u c h  p e r s o n ,  t h e  

s h o r t a g e  s h a l l  n o t  be  e n t e r e d  a s  a s u r c h a r g e ,  b u t  t h e  

Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v ~ s  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  s p e c i a l  

r e p o r t  on t h e  m a t t e r  and s h a l l  h o l d  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  w i t h i n  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  d a y s  a f t e r  

t h e  i s s u a n c e  t h e r e o j  ; 

d .  Judgmen t s  e n t e r e d  by t h e  Board o f  County Repre-  

s e n t a t i v e s ,  o r  by t h e  c o u r t  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  on a p p e a l ,  

may be e n f o r c e d  by a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o c e e d i n g s ;  

. I t  s h a l l  b e  l a w f u l  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y ,  o r  any  r e s i d e n t  

t h e r e o f  on i t s  b e h a l f ,  o r  any  p e r s o n  whose a c c o u n t  i s  

s e t t l e d  o r  a u d i t e d ,  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  C o u r t  o f  Common 

P l e a s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  from t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o r  a u d i t  a s  

shown on t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  a u d i t o r  o r  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  

t o  t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  

n i n e t y  ( 9 0 )  d a y s  a f t e r  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  

t h e  r e p o r t .  

S e c t i o n  710 .  PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF AUDITS. The Board 

o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  t h e  r e p o r t s  of  

a l l  a u d i t s  f o r t h w i t h  upon r e c e i p t .  

S e c t  i o n  7 1 1 .  GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

a .  No r e v e n u e s  f rom t h e  s a l e  o f  bonds  s h a l l  b e  app ro -  

p r i a t e d  t o  f i n a n c e  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i n g  p rog rams ;  

b.  A c t i o n  t o  g u a r a n t e e  a u t h o r i t y  d e b t  must  r e c e i v e  

f i v e  ( 5 )  v o t e s  o f  t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  

c .  The a s s e s s m e n t  o f  a l l  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  i n  A l l egheny  



County s h a l l  b e  u n i f o r m  and  s h a l l  n o t  b e  more t h a n  f i f t y  

p e r c e n t  (50%) of  a c t u a l  v a l u e .  The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code 

s h a l l  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  and  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  

t h a t  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  b e  l i s t e d  by s t r ee t  a d d r e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  

by name o f  owner .  The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code s h a l l  p l a c e  t h e  

bu rden  of p r o o f  a b o u t  t h e  u n i f o r m i t y  of  a s s e s s m e n t s  on t h e  

c o u n t y  . 

CONTRACTS 

S e c t i o n  712 .  CONTRACT EXECUTION. E x c e p t  where  t h i s  

C h a r t e r  p e r m i t s  award of  a c o n t r a c t  by t h e  Board of  

County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a l l  c o n t r a c t s  s h a l l  b e  awarded 

and e x e c u t e d  on  b e h a l f  of t h e  c o u n t y  by t h e  County Execu- 

t i v e  o r  by a  d e s i g n a t e d  a g e n t .  The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code 

s h a l l  s p e c i f y  t h o s e  c o n t r a c t s  which  must  b e  e x e c u t e d  

o n l y  b y  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  and t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  g o v e r n i n g  

o t h e r  c , o n t r a c t s .  

S e c t i o n  7 1 3 .  COMPETITIVE B I D S .  E x c e p t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  p ro -  

v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  a l l  c o n t r a c t s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  two 

t h o u s a n d  f i v e  hundred  d o l l a r s  ( $ 2 ,  S O O ) ,  s h a l l  b e  awarded 

t o  t h e  b e s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  b i d d e r  a f t e r  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g .  

In  award ing  b i d s ,  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e  may t a k e  i n t o  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s u c h  f a c t o r s  a s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  c o s t s  and 

q u a l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e ,  and  " b e s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  b i d d e r "  may b e  

d e f i n e d  by o r d i n a n c e  i n  t e r m s  o f  l o w e s t  o v e r a l l  c o s t  t o  

t h e  c o u n t y .  The Board of  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l ,  i n  

t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code,  e s t a b l i s h  a s y s t e m  o f  c o m p e t i t i v e  

b i d d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e -  



m c n t s ,  d e p o s i t  and bond r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t e r m s ,  

r u l e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  w a i v e r s  and r x c e p t i o n s  a s  i t  s h a l l  f rom 

t ~ t r ~ c ~  t o  t i m e  d ~ ~ m  a d v i a b l ~ ,  and may change  t h e  l i m i t  f o r  

compet ~ t i v e  b i d s  1 . 1 ~ 7  a n  ordlnanc.c2 a d o p t e d  by f i v e  ( 5 )  v o t e s .  

C o n t r a c t s  f o r  l o n g e r  t h a n  t w e n t y - f o u r  ( 2 4 )  months  s h a l l  b e  

app roved  by t h e  Board of County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

Section 714 .  EXCEPTIONS TO COMPETITIVE BIDDINGS. C o m p e t i t i v e  

b i d d i n g  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r :  

a .  L a b o r ,  m a t e r ~ a l ,  s u p p l i e s  o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  

o r  f u r n i s h e d  by any  c o u n t y  agency  t o  a n o t h e r  c o u n t y  agency ;  

b .  C o n t r a c t s  w i t h  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  e n t i t i e s ;  

c .  C o n t r a c t s  f o r  emergency r e p a i r s  o r  s e r v i c e s ,  i n v o l v i n g  

d a n g e r  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  o f  employees  o r  t h e  p u b l i c ;  

d. C o n t r a c t s  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  u n i q u e  s e r v i c e s ,  and 

p u r c h a s e s  a v a i l a b l e  f rom o n l y  o n e  ( 1 )  v e n d o r .  

S e c t i o n  715 .  CONTRACTS FOR PROFESSIONAL OR UNIQUE SERVICES, 

AND PURCHASES AVAILABLE FROM ONLY ONE VENDOR. The Board 

of County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l ,  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code,  

p r e s c r i b e  a  s y s t e m  f o r  c o m p e t i t i v e  n e g o t i a t i o n  f o r  c o n t r a c t s  

f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  u n i q u e  s e r v i c e s  and p u r c h a s e s  a v a i l a b l e  

f rom o n l y  o n e  ( 1 )  v e n d o r .  T h i s  s y s t e m  s h a l l  i n c l u d e :  

a .  P u b l i c  n o t i c e  of  t h e  s e r v i c e  o r  i t e m  s o u g h t ,  s u c h  

n o t i c e  t o  c o n t a i n  an  a c c u r a t e  and  s p e c i f i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  

t h e r e o f  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n y  t e c h n i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y ;  

b .  A s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  amount o v e r  which  s u c h  c o n t r a c t s  

s h a l l  n o t  b e  awarded e x c e p t  a f t e r  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  h e l d  

b y  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e .  



ARTICLE V I I I  

PERSONNEL 

S e c t i o n  801. PERSONNEL SYSTEM, PURPOSE. T h e r e  i s  

established a  u n i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  C o u n t y  

o r  A l l e g h e n y .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  p r o v i s i o n s  

of t h l s  C h a r t e r  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  a career 

s e r v l c e  d e s i g n e d  t o  a t t r a c t ,  se lect  a n d  r e t a i n ,  o n  t h e  

b a s l s  o f  a f a i r ,  o p e n  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  

t h e  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  I n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  c o u n t y  s e r v i c e .  A l l  

a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  p r o m o t i o n s ,  t r a n s f e r s ,  l a y - o f f s  a n d  d i s c i p l i -  

n a r y  a c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  career 

s v r v i c t >  s h a l l  b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  career s e r v i c e  

r q p l a t  i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  802.  ANTI-DISCRIMINATION. No p e r s o n  s h a l l  b e  ap-  

a p p o i n t e d  t o ,  p r o m o t e d  t o  o r  d e m o t e d  f r o m  a n y  p o s i t i o n  i n  

t h e  c o u n t y ,  o r  i n  a n y  way d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  w i t h  

respect t o  employment  b e c a u s e  o f  s e x ,  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  a g e ,  

religion, n a t i o n a l  o r l g i n ,  p a r e n t a l  s t a t u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  

o p l n l o n s  o r  l a b o r  u n i o n  a c t i v i t y .  

T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  

a n d  a p p l i e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  G u i d e l i n e s  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

r e v i s e d  a n d  amended ,  o f  t h e  E q u a l  Employment O p p o r t u n i t y  

Commiss i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  p r o m u l g a t e d  

I n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  

A ( - t  of 1964. 



S e c t i o n  803 .  RESIDENCY. A l l  c o u n t y  o f f i c e r s  and  employees  

s h a l l  be c o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s  o r  become c o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h i n  

s i x  ( 6 )  months  of t h e i r  a p p o i n t m e n t  o r  employment.  

S e c t i o n  8 0 4 .  CAREER AND EXXMPT SERVICE. County employees  

s h a l l  b e  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  career o r  exempt s e r v i c e .  The 

exempt s e r v i c e  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f :  

a .  E l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  and  t h e i r  d e p u t i e s ,  a p p o i n t e d  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  S e c t i o n  1010 ;  

b .  D i r e c t o r s  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s  and  b u r e a u  c h i e f s ,  b u t  t h e  

number of  s u c h  exempt p o s i t i o n s  i n  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  

o f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  by o r d i n a n c e ,  and  s h a l l  n o t  

exceed  f i v e  ( 5 ) ;  

c;. One c l e r i c a l  a s s i s t a n t  f o r  e a c h  o f f i c i a l ,  d e p u t y ,  

d i r e c t o r ,  b u r e a u  c h i e f  and j u d g e ;  

d .  The p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f s  o f  t h e  Board of  County 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  and  t h e  C o u r t  o f  

Common P l e a s ;  

e .  P r o v i s i o n a l ,  p r o b a t i o n a r y  and t e m p o r a r y  employees ;  

f .  P e r m a n e n t ,  p a r t - t i m e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  employees .  

A l l  o t h e r  c o u n t y  employees  s h a l l  b e  i n  t h e  c a r e e r  s e r v i c e .  

The c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t h o s e  i n  t h e  exempt s e r v i c e ,  a s  above  

s e t  f o r t h ,  may b e  changed  by o r d i n a n c e  a d o p t e d  by t h e  v o t e  

of f i v e  ( 5 )  members o f  t h e  Board of  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

S e c t i o n  805 .  TENURE OF CAREER EMPLOYEES. No employee 

i n  t h e  c a r e e r  s e r v i c e  s h a l l  b e  d i s m i s s e d ,  s u s p e n d e d  o r  

r e d u c e d  i n  r a n k  o r  pay  e x c e p t  f o r  j u s t  c a u s e .  No th ing  

h e r e i n  s h a l l  b e  c o n s t r u e d  t o  p r e v e n t  f u r l o u g h s  o r  r e d u c t i o n  

i n  t h e  number o f  c a r e e r  employees  by r e a s o n  o f  l a c k  o f  f u n d s  



o r  work,  a b o l i t i o n  of  a  p o s i t i o n ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  change  i n  

d u t i e s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  o t h e r  v a l i d  r e a s o n .  

S e c t i o n  806. IMPARTlAL STANDARDS AND ELIGIBILITY LISTS. 
---- - 
The i m p a r t i a l  s t a n d a r d s  u s e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

of c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  c a r e e r  s e r v i c e  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  b u t  s h a l l  

n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  l i m i - t e d  t o :  j o b - r e l a t e d  w r i t t e n ,  p e r -  

fo rmance  o r  o r a l  t e s t ; ~ ;  t r a i n i n g  and  e x p e r i e n c e ;  and  a  

p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  b e  f i l l e d .  

The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code s h a l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

t es t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  e a c h  p o s i t i o n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

P u b l i c  n o t i c e  of  e x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r  p o s i t i o n s ,  de-  

s c r i b i n g  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  and  n e c e s s a r y  q u a l i f i c a -  

t i o n s ,  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  a t  l e a s t  f o u r t e e n  ( 1 4 )  d a y s  p r i o r  

t o  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  The e l i g i b i l i t y  l i s t  and  t h e  p ro -  

c e d u r e s  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  s h a l l  b e  p u b l i c l y  

p o s t e d .  

P r o v i s i o n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  made o n l y  i n  t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  e l i g i b i l i t y  l ist and  s h a l l  

c o n t i n u e  o n l y  u n t i l  a n  e l i g i b i l i t y  list is e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Such l is ts  s h a l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  f o u r  ( 4 )  months  

o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  e x c e p t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  

y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  i n  o r d e r  

t o  a v o i d  d i s r u p t i o n  of  t h e  o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  

b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y .  

No p e r s o n  may s e r v e  a s  a  p r o v i s i o n a l  o r  t e m p o r a r y  

employee f o r  l o n g e r  t h a n  s i x  ( 6 )  months  i n  any  t w e l v e  ( 1 2 )  

month p e r i o d ,  e x c e p t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

- 48 - 



S e c t i o n  807. PERSONNEL BOARD: COMPOSITION. T h e  P e r s o n n e l  

Board  s h a l l  b e  c o m p c s e d  of f i v e  ( 5 )  m e m b e r s  who s h a l l  

s e r v e  s t a g g e r e d  1 ( 5 )  t e r n i s .  T h e y  s h a l l  b e  i n d i v i d -  

u a l s  q u a l i f i e d  b y  t r a i n i n g ,  k n o w l e d g e  o r  e x p e r t i s e  i n  

p e r s o n n e l  managemen t  o r  l a t o r  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  known t o  be 

I n  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  m e r i t  a n d  c a r e e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r i n c i p l e s .  

N o  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e  s h a l t  s e r v e  o n  t h e  P e r s o n n e l  B o a r d .  

S e c t i o n  8 0 8 .  COMPENSATION. T h e  P e r s o n n e l  B o a r d  s h a l l  be 

c o m p e n s a t e d  a n d  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  authorized e x p e n s e s  a s  

recommended  b y  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

S e c t i o n  8 0 9 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE PERSONNEL BOARD. - 

H e a r i n g s  a n d  a p p e a l s  f r o m  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  P e r s o n n e l  

B o a r d  s h a l l  be g o v e r n e d  b y  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  t h e  L o c a l  

Agency Law a n d  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  l e g a l  c o u n s e l .  

T h c  P e r s o n n e l  B o a r d  s h a l l :  

a .  H e a r  a p p e a l s  f r o m  a n y  e m p l o y e e  c l a i m i n g  d i s -  

c r i m i n a t i o n ,  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  8 0 2 ;  

b .  H e a r  a p p e a l s  f r o m  career  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e s  c o n -  

c e r n i n g  p r o m o t i o n  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  s u s p e n s i o n ,  d i s m i s s a l  o r  r e d u c t i o n  i n  

r a n k  o r  p a y ;  

c .  Hear a p p e a l s  f o r m e r l y  h e a r d  b y  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  

f i r e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  c o m m i s s i o n ;  

d .  H a v e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  s u b p o e n a  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  

Ar t ic le  X ;  

c .  H a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  d i s m i s s  o r  u p h o l d  a n  a p p e a l ,  



r n o d l f y  a p e n a l t y ,  r e i n s t a t e  a n  e m p l o y e e  o r  a w a r d  b a c k  

pa) . T h e  maximum pcLr  i o d  of a s u s p e n s i o n  s h a l l  b e  o n e  

5 '  J " ,  

1 . G r a n t  c l o s e d  r i e a r i n g s  hen r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  

a p p e l l a n t .  

S t > c . t i o n  8 1 0 .  UNION ACTIVITY. N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  Ar t i c le  

s h ; t  l 1 be c o n s t r u e d  t,, d l ~ n i n i s h  the r i g h t s  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  

t h i )  1 aws o f  t h e  Comnon1~c~a 1 t h  of P e n n s y l v a n i a  or t h e  U n i t e d  

bt 'LL c x  o f  A m e r i c a  to  acy e m p l o y e e  o r  e m p l o y e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

t 1011 811. CAftEEIi SERVICE STATUS OF PRESENT EMPLOYEES. 

A 1 i e m p l o y e e s  sub , jec . t  t c b  i nc. l u s i o n  i n  t h e  c a r e e r  s e r v i c e ,  

who are i n  s e r v i c c .  l o  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  A l l e g h e n y  o n  t h e  d a t e  

( * I  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h i  s C h a r t  e r ,  s h a l l  be i n c l u d e d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  

1 1 1  th(1 c a r e e r  s e r v i c e  a n d  shall n o t  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  c o m p e t i t i v e  

r~xa rn i i l a t  i o n  a s  a c c ) ~ ~ d  i t i o n  of  (.on t i n u a t i o n  i n  t h e  same o r  

.-, i m i  lxr p o s i t i o n ;  b u t  i n  u l  1 o t  h ~ r  r e s p e c t s ,  s h a l l  b e  s u b -  

. j r \ c 3 t  t o t h e  p e r s o n n c > i  s y s t e m  h e r e i n  d e s c r i b e d .  

S c c 8 t i o n  812 .  EMPLOYEE RIGHTS AND BENEFITS TO CONTINUE. 

N o t h l n g  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  d i m i n i s h  t h e  r i g h t s  o r  

p r ~ v ~ l e g e s  o f  a n y  f o r m e r  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e  e n t i t l e d  t o  

bcanei ~ t s  o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o r  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  a n y  p r e s e n t  

c o u n t  y e m p l o y e e  ~ n  the p e n s i o n  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m .  

N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  b e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a n y  

l a w  ai f e c t i n g  t i l t .  r i g h t s ,  b e n e f i t s  o r  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

o l  dny c o u n t y  emplo .yee .  

S e c B  t, i o n  813. POLITICAL ACTIVITY. A l l  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e s  
- -- 

m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  o r  ref r a i n  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  p o l i - t i c a l  



a c t i v i t y  e x c e p t  t h a t :  

a .  County  employees  s h a l l  n o t  engage  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e i r  h o u r s  of employment;  

b .  No c o u n t y  employee s h a l l  h o l d  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  c o u n t y  

c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  any  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ;  

c .  No c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l ,  o f f i c e r  o r  employee  s h a l l  

d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  s o l i c i t  f u n d s  f o r  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y  o r  c a n d i d a t e  f rom any  o t h e r  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l ,  

o f f i c e r  o r  employee .  

S e c t i o n  814 .  COUNTY EMPLOYEES SUBJECT TO OTHER PERSONNEL 

REGULATIONS. County employees  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  

r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth of  P e n n s y l v a n i a  o r  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  America  s h a l l  b e  h i r e d ,  p romoted ,  d i s -  

m i s s e d  and  g o v e r n e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t  h  s u c h  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  8 1 5 .  COUNTY EMPLOYEES SUBJECT TO CIVIL SERVICE. 

County employees  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  

County  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Commission on t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of 

t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  b e  p romoted ,  r e d u c e d  i n  r a n k ,  su spended  

and f u r l o u g h e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  

Second  C l a s s  County  Code,  a s  a d a p t e d  by t h e  P e r s o n n e l  

Board and  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  P e r s o n n e l .  



ARTICLE IX 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

S e c t i o n  901. MUNICIPAL POWERS RESERVED. No e x i s t i n g  

f u n c t i o n ,  d u t y  o r  power o f  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  

w i t h i n  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  A l l e g h e n y  is t r a n s f e r r e d ,  a l t e r e d  

o r  i m p a i r e d  by  t h i s  C h a r t e r  o r  by  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

Code a d o p t e d  p u r s u a n t  t h e r e t o .  

S e c t i o n  902. INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND INTER-AGENCY 

COOPERATION. The  C o u n t y  o f  A l l e g h e n y  may c o o p e r a t e  

w l t h  a n y :  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 

o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  o r  o t h e r  s t a t e ;  r e g i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  

c o m m i s s i o n ;  c o u n c i l  of g o v e r n m e n t s ;  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  o r  

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e .  

S e c t i o n  903. INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND INTER-AGENCY 

CONTRACTS. The C o u n t y  o f  A l l e g h e n y  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  power 

t o  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a n y  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a u t h o r i t y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  f o r  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a n y  

f a c i l i t y  a n d  t h e  r e n d e r i n g  o f  a n y  s e r v i c e  t h a t  e a c h  

of  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t i e s  h a s  t h e  l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  

p e r f o r m  i t s e l f .  



ARTICLE X 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

S e c t i o n  1 0 0 1 .  ELECTION OF COUNTY OFFICIALS. T h e  

C o n t r o l l e r ,  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e ,  C o u r t  R e g i s t r a r ,  D i s t r i c t  

A t t o r n e y  a n d  S h e r i f f  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a t  l a r g e .  One 

member o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  b e  

e l e c t e d  f r o m  e a c h  o f  s e v e n  d i s t r i c t s ,  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  

composed o f  compac t  a n d  c o n t i g u o u s  t e r r i t o r y  as  n e a r l y  

e q u a l  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

S e c t i o n  1 0 0 2 .  QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTED OFFICIALS. 

A l l  e l e c t e d  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  

of the c o u n t y ,  a n d  s h a l l  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  f o r  

at Least two y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d a t e  of e l e c t i o n .  

Members o f  t h e  Board  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  

h a v e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  s e e k  e l e c t i o n  

f o r  a t  l e a s t  two  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d a t e  o f  e l e c t i o n .  

A l l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  

a n d  members o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e .  

No i n c u m b e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  made i n e l i g i b l e  

t o  h o l d  o f f i c e  by  r e a s o n  o f  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u r i n g  a term 

o f  o f f i c e ,  b u t  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

f r o m  w h i c h  o r i g i n a l l y  e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  

t e r m  f o r  w h i c h  e l e c t e d .  

Any p e r s o n  o t h e r w i s e  e l i g i b l e  t o  h o l d  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  made i n e l i g i b l e  by r e a s o n  

of a r e d i s t r i c t i n g ,  but f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  

r c d ~ s t r i c t i n g ,  s u c h  p e r s o n  may r u n  i n  e i t h e r  b u t  n o t  

b o t h  districts. 

S e c t  i o n  1003 .  ELECTED OFFICIALS. TERMS : The t e r m  

of o f f l c e  f o r  a l l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  b e  f o u r  ( 4 )  

y e a r s ,  commencing on t h e  f i r s t  Monday i n  J a n u a r y  n e x t  

s u c c e e d i n g  e l e c t i o n  t o  o f f i c e ,  and e x p i r i n g  upon t h e  

a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  by a s u c c e s s o r .  

S e c t i o n  1004 .  INCOMPATIBLE OFFICES. Excep t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  no e l e c t e d  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l  

s h a l l  a t  t h e  same t i m e  h o l d  any  o t h e r  e l e c t i v e  p u b l i c  

o f f  ice e x c e p t  government  s t u d y  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  b e  a  

member of  any p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  c o u n t y  o r  s t a t e  

c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o r  h o l d  any  a p p o i n t i v e  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  o f f i c e  f rom which a s a l a r y ,  f e e  o r  honora r ium 

1s a c c e p t e d .  

S e c t l o n  1005 .  OFFICIALS' POWERS PRESERVED. No th ing  i n  

t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  be c o n s t r u e d  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  e l i m i n a -  

t i o n  o r  r e d u c t i o n  of  powers  g r a n t e d  t o  any  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  

by t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

S e c t l o n  1006 .  RESTRICTIONS. County e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  - 

s h a l l  d e v o t e  f u l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e i r  

o f f i c e s  and  s h a l l  n o t  engage  i n  any  o c c u p a t i o n ,  p r o f e s -  

s i o n  o r  a c t i v i t y  which  would m a t e r i a l l y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  

t h e s e  d u t i e s .  

S e c t  i o n  1007.  VACANCIES, FORFEITURE OF OFFICE. 



A vacancy  s h a l l  e x i s t  i n  an  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  upon d e a t h ,  

r e s i g n a t i o n ,  n o n - r e s i d e n c y ,  removal  f rom o f f i c e  i n  any  

manner a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l aw  o r  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  o r  f o r f e i t u r e  

of o f f i c e ,  o r  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  assume s u c h  o f f i c e  w i t h -  

i n  f o r t y - f i v e  (45 )  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  commencement of  t h e  

t e r m  f o r  which  e l e c t e d .  An e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  

f o r f e i t  o f f i c e  i f  h e  o r  s h e  

a .  Lacks  a t  any  t i m e  any  e l i g i b i l i t y  f a c t o r  f o r  

o f f i c e  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i o n  1 0 0 2 ;  

b .  V i o l a t e s  any  of  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n s  i n  Ar t i c l e  X .  

S e c t i o n  1008. VACANCY I N  AT LARGE OFFICES. A vacancy  

i n  an  a t  l a r g e  o f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  by t h e  a p p o i n t e d  

d e p u t y ,  who s h a l l  s e r v e  u n t i l  a s s u m p t i o n  of  t h e  o f f i c e  

by a s u c c e s s o r  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  m u n i c i p a l  o r  g e n e r a l  

e l e c t i o n  a t  wh ich  s u c h  o f f i c i a l s  may b e  e l e c t e d .  The 

s u c c e s s o r  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  t h e  u n e x p i r e d  term. 

S e c t i o n  1009 .  VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF COUNTY REPRE- 

SENTATIVES. 

a .  A v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  member of  t h e  

Board of  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  by t h e  

a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n ,  made by t h e  remain-  

i n g  members o f  t h e  Boa rd .  

b .  The a p p o i n t e e  s h a l l  s e r v e  u n t i l  a  s u c c e s s o r  is  

e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  m u n i c i p a l  o r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a t  

which  s u c h  o f f i c i a l s  may b e  e l e c t e d .  T h e  s u c c e s s o r  

s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  t h e  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m .  

( . .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  set f o r t h  



i n  S e c t i o n  1 0 0 2 ,  t h e  a p p o i n t e e  s h a l l  b e  a n d  s h a l l  h a v e  

b e ~ n  t o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  n o t  less t h a n  two ( 2 )  y e a r s ,  a 

member o f  t h e  samc p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a s  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a -  

t i v e  whose  o f f i c e  is  v a c a n t .  

d .  I n  a l l  cases w h e r e ,  by  r e a s o n  o f  a t i e  v o t e ,  

the .  Board  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  b e  u n a b l e  t o  

f i l l  a  v a c a n c y  i n  i t s  m e m b e r s h i p ,  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e ,  

if i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g , s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  d u t y  t o  

c a s t  t h e  t i e - b r e a k i n g  v o t e .  

I f  s u c h  t i e  v o t e  o c c u r s  a t  a n y  m e e t i n g  when 

t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  i s  n o t  i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  t h e  matter 

s h a l l  b e  t a b l e d  t o  a s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g  t o  b e  h e l d  w i t h i n  

n o t  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  ( 5 )  d a y s  o r  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  ( 1 0 )  d a y s ,  

w i t h  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e ,  a t  w h i c h  m e e t i n g  

i t  s h a l l  b e  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  t o  cas t  t h e  

t i e - b r e a k i n g  v o t e .  

p. I f  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  w h a t s o e v e r ,  a  v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  

membersh ip  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  is 

n o t  f i l l e d  w i t h i n  f o r t y  ( 4 0 )  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  

t h e r e o f ,  t h e n  t h e  C o u r t  o f  Common P l e a s  s h a l l ,  upon 

p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  Board  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  o r  t h e  

C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  o r  f i v e  ( 5 )  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  o f  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  a f f e c t e d  t h e r e b y ,  f i l l  s u c h  v a c a n c y  by  a p p o i n t -  

ment  of a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  t o  s e r v e  u n t i l  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  

o f f i c e  by a  s u c c e s s o r  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  m u n i c i p a l  o r  

g e n e r a ,  e l e c t i o n  a t  w h i c h  s u c h  o f f i c i a l s  may b e  e l e c t e d .  

The s u c c e s s o r  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  t h e  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m .  



S e c t i o n  1 0 1 0 .  APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTIES. O f f i c i a l s  - 

c l c c L t e d  a t  l a r g e  s h a l l ,  w i t h i n  t e n  ( 1 0 )  d a y s  o f  t a k i n g  

o f f i c e ,  a p p o i n t  a d e p u t y  who s h a l l  f i l l  a n y  v a c a n c y  i n  

t h e  o f f i c e .  T h e  o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  f i l e  t h e  name o f  t h e  

d e p u t y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Board  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

The  d e p u t y ,  i n  f i l l i n g  t h e  v a c a n c y ,  s h a l l  exercise a l l  

p o w e r s  a n d  p e r f o r m  a l l  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  whose  

o f f i c e  t h e  d e p u t y  f i l l s .  I f  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  t h e r e  is  

no  d e p u t y  a t  t h e  t i m e  a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s ,  a d e p u t y  s h a l l  

b e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

S e c t l o n  1 0 1 1 .  REMOVAL. E l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  may b e  removed 

f r o m  o f f i c e  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  

o f f i c e ,  w h e t h e r  f r o m  p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y  

o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  o r  f o r  c a u s e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  A r t i c l c l  V I ,  S e c t i o n  7 .  A l l  p r o c e e d i n g s  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  r e m o v a l  s h a l l  b e  commenced i n  t h e  

C o u r t  o f  Common P l e a s  a n d  a l l  r e c o r d  c o u r t  co s t s  s h a l l  

be b o r n e  b y  A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y .  

S e c t i o n  1 0 1 2 .  COMPENSATION OF ELECTED OFFICIALS. 

T h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  

f o r t y  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 )  p e r  annum. T h e  C o n t r o l l e r  

a n d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  

t w e n t y - n i n e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 2 9 , 0 0 0 )  p e r  annum. 

A l l  o t h e r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

o f  t w e n t y - f o u r  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  ( $ 2 4 , 0 0 0 )  p e r  annum. 

C o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  may b e  i n c r e a s e d  o r  

d e c r e a s e d  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  s u c h  o r d i n a n c e  



s h a l l  n o t  b e  a d o p t e d  l e s s  t h a n  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  p r i o r  t o  

t h e  d a t e  o f  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t  o f f i c i a l .  

S e c a t i o n  1 0 1 3 .  NO ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION. E x c e p t  f o r  

a u t h o r i z e d  e x p e n s e s ,  n o  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  

a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  A l l e g h e n y  

f o r  a n y  s e r v i c e  w h a t s o e v e r .  L i m i t a t i o n s  on a d d i t i o n a l  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  p a i d  t o  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e s  by  a n y  c o u n t y  

a g e n c y  s h a l l  b e  se t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

Code. 

S e c t  i o n  1 0 1 4 .  -BONDS. The  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

s h a l l  set  f o r t h  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code w h i c h  

officials, o f f i c e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  

i t s  a g e n c i e s  s h a l l  b e  bonded  a n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  

amount o f  t h e  b o n d .  S u c h  b o n d s  s h a l l  b e  p a i d  f o r  by 

t h e  c o u n t y .  

S e c t i o n  1 0 1 5 .  CODIFICATION OF ORDINANCES AND DISTRIBU- 

TION OF PUBLIC RECORDS. A l l  c o u n t y  o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  a n y  

e x i s t i n g  r e s o l u t i o n s  h a v i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f e c t  s h a l l  b e  

c a o d i f i e d .  C o p i e s  o f  t h i s  Code as  w e l l  a s  c o p i e s  o f  a n y  

o t h e r  p u b l i c  r e c o r d  s h a l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c  upon  r e q u e s t ,  f r e e  o r  a t  a r e a s o n a b l e  c h a r g e .  

S e c t i o n  1 0 1 6 .  INQUIRIES AND INVESTIGATIONS. 

a .  The B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h e  

C o n t r o l l e r  a n d  t h e  P e r s o n n e l  B o a r d  s h a l l  e a c h  h a v e  

t h e  power t o  c o n d u c t  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  a i d  

of t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e i r  p o w e r s  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  

t h e i r  d u t i e s ;  



b .  The p e r s o n s  a f o r e s a i d  s h a l l  have  t h e  power t o  

compel t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  of  w i t n e s s e s  and  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  

of documents  and  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  a t  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  

h e a r i n g s ,  and  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  may i s s u e  s u b p o e n a s ,  

s i g n e d  by t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s  o r  b o a r d  members and  s e r v e d  

a s  p r o v i d e d  by l aw .  

c. The o f f i c i a l ,  b o a r d  member o r  d e p u t y  p r e s i d i n g  a t  

any  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  have  t h e  power t o  a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s  t o  

w i t n e s s e s .  

d .  I f  any  p e r s o n  s h a l l  r e f u s e  o r  n e g l e c t  t o  obey  

any  s u b p o e n a ,  t h a t  p e r s o n  s h a l 1 , u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  t h e r e -  

of a t  a  summary p r o c e e d i n g ,  b e  s e n t e n c e d  t o  pay  a  f i n e  

a s  may b e  o r d a i n e d ,  and  i n  d e f a u l t  o f  t h e  paymect of  

s u c h  f i n e  and  c o s t s ,  s h a l l  b e  i m p r i s o n e d  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  

t h i r t y  (30)  d a y s .  

. I f  a n y  p e r s o n  s h a l l  r e f u s e  o r  n e g l e c t  t o  obey  

any  s u b p o e n a ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o r  b o a r d  i s s u i n g  same may, 

by p e t i t i o n ,  a p p l y  t o  t h e  C o u r t  o f  Common P l e a s  o f  t h e  

c o u n t y  f o r  i t s  subpoena  t o  compel t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  s u c h  

p e r s o n  b e f o r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l ,  t h e  b o a r d  o r  t h e  c o u r t .  

Upon f a i l u r e  t o  a t t e n d ,  s u c h  p e r s o n  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  i n  

< ,on tempt  o f  c o u r t  a n d  b e  p u n i s h e d  t h e r e f o r .  

S e c t i o n  1017 .  CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 

a .  No o f f i c i a l ,  o f f i c e r  o r  employee s h a l l  i n  any  

manner  w h a t s o e v e r  r e c e i v e  b e n e f i t  f rom t h e  p r o f i t s  

o r  emoluments  o f  a n y  c o n t r a c t ,  j o b ,  work o r  s e r v i c e  

f o r  t h e  c o u n t y ,  o r  a c c e p t  any  s e r v i c e  o r  t h i n g  of  v a l u e ,  



d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  upon more f a v o r a b l e  terms t h a n  

t h o s e  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  g e n e r a l l y ,  f rom any  p e r s o n ,  

l i rm o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  h a v i n g  d e a l  i n g s  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t y .  

N o  o f f i c i a l ,  o f f i c e r  o r  employee  s h a l l  s o l i c i t  o r  

r e c e i v e  any  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  g r a t u i t y  o r  o t h e r  t h i n g  f o r  

any  a c t  o r  commiss ion  done  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p u b l i c  work.  

T h i s  s u b - s e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  t o  p r o h i b i t  

c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  o f f i c e r s  o r  employees  f rom a c c e p t i n g  

g r o u p  d i s c o u n t s ,  g r o u p  i n s u r a n c e  o r  o t h e r  economic 

a d v a n t a g e s  o f f e r e d  i n c l u s i v e l y  t o  a l l  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  

o f f i c e r s  and  employees .  

b .  The p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  b r o a d l y  

c o n s t r u e d  and s t r i c t l y  e n f o r c e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

p r e v e n t i n g  o f f i c i a l s ,  o f f i c e r s  o r  employees  f rom 

s e c u r i n g  any  p e c u n i a r y  a d v a n t a g e s ,  however i n d i r e c t ,  

from t h e i r  p u b l i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  by law.  

c .  I n  o r d e r  t o  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  i n j u s t i c e ,  a n  o f f i c i a l ,  

o f f i c e r  o r  employee  may own s t o c k  o r  m a i n t a i n  a  b u s i n e s s  

c z o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  any  p e r s o n ,  f i r m  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  c o u n t y ,  i f ,  on f u l l  p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  a l l  

p e r t i n e n t  f a c t s ,  t h e  Board of County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  s u c h  s t o c k  o w n e r s h i p  o r  c o n n e c t i o n  

is m a i n t a i n e d  i n  a  c a p a c i t y  w i t h  no p o s s i b l e  i n f l u e n c e  o n  

s u c h  d e a l i n g s  and c a n n o t  r e s u l t  i n  d i r e c t  b e n e f i t ,  f i n a n c i a l  

o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  f rom s u c h  d e a l i n g s  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l ,  o f f i c e r  

o r  employee .  



d .  Eve ry  o f f i c i a l  and  o f f i c e r ,  i f  aware  of  b e i n g  

w i t h i n  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  se t  f o r t h  i n  s u b - s e c t i o n  c a b o v e ,  

s h a l l  s o  i n f o r m  t h e  Board of  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  

and i f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  be a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a -  

t i v e  s h a l l  a b s t a i n  f rom v o t i n g  on t h e  matter .  I t  s h a l l  

b e  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  Board o f  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  i n  e a c h  i n s t a n c e  w h e t h e r  a  c o n f l i c t ,  i n  f a c t ,  

e x i s t s ,  and  i f  a  c o n f l i c t  is f o u n d ,  n o t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

t h e  p e r s o n ,  f i r m  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  i n v o l v e d .  

e .  County employees  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  make 

g e n e r a l  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  s t o c k  o w n e r s h i p  and b u s i n e s s  

c o n n e c t i o n s  e x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  by  r u l e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  

se t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code. 

f .  Any o f f i c i a l ,  o f f i c e r  o r  employee who w i l l -  

f u l l y  v i o l a t e s  any  of  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

s h a l l  f o r f e i t  o f f i c e  o r  employment.  

S e c t i o n  1018 .  DEFINITIONS USED I N  THIS CHARTER. 

a .  " A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code" is a  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  a l l  o r d i -  

n a n c e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  and  government  

p r o c e d u r e  wh ich  s h a l l ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  i n c l u d e :  enumera- 

t i o n  of d e p a r t m e n t s ,  b o a r d s  and  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t s ;  

t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  powers  among them; i n t e r n a l  p r o c e d u r e s  

g u i d i n g  t h e i r  o p e r a t  i o n ;  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

h e a d s  and  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e .  

b .  "Agency" o r  " c o u n t y  agency"  when u s e d  t o  d e s i g -  

n a t e  an e l e m e n t  o r  u n i t  o f  c o u n t y  gove rnmen t ,  s h a l l  

b e  c o n s t r u e d  as i n c l u d i n g  a l l  o f f i c e s ,  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  



a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t s ,  c o u r t s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t .  

c .  "Annua l  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t "  means  t h e  p l a n  o f  

c o u n t y  t o  r e c e i v e  a n d  e x p e n d  f u n d s  f o r  c h a r g e s  

i n c u r r e d  f o r  o p e r a t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  i n t e r e s t  a n d  

o t h e r  c h a r g e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r .  

d .  " A p p l i c a b l e  law" means  a l l  a c t s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  

Assembly  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  mat ter  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  

of  t h e  C h a r t e r  i n  w h i c h  it a p p e a r s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h o s e  a c t s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  

c o u n t i e s  a n d  c i t i e s .  

e .  " C a p i t a l  b u d g e t "  means  t h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  

t o  r e c e i v e  a n d  e x p e n d  f u n d s  f o r  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  

d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f i s c a l  y e a r  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e -  

melnts p r o g r a m .  

P .  " C a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  p l a n "  m e a n s  t h e  p l a n  

o f  t h e  c o u n t y  t o  r e c e i v e  a n d  e x p e n d  f u n d s  f o r  c a p i t a l  

p r o j e c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  c a p i t a l  

b u d g e t  a n d  t h e  n e x t  s u c c e e d i n g  f o u r  ( 4 )  f i s c a l  y e a r s .  

g .  " C a p i t a l  p r o j e c t "  m e a n s :  

1. Any i t e m  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  m a i n t e n a n c e  o r  r e p a i r ;  

2 .  Any p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d i e s ,  s u r v e y s ,  p l a n n i n g ,  

t e s t i n g  o r  d e s i g n  w o r k  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t h e r e t o ;  

3 .  Any l a n d s  o r  r i g h t s  i n  l a n d  t o  b e  a c q u i r e d ;  

4 .  Any f u r n i s h i n g s ,  m a c h i n e r y ,  a p p a r a t u s  o r  

e q u i p m e n t  n o r m a l l y  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  c a p i t a l  i t e m s ,  b u t  



s u c h  i t e m s  m u s t  h a v e  a  u s e f u l  l i f e  o f  f i v e  ( 5 )  y e a r s  o r  

m o r e  i f  n o t  f i n a n c e d  a s  p a r t  o f  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t .  

h .  " C o u n t y  f u n d s "  means  a n y  m o n i e s  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  

c o u n t y ,  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e d  o r  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  c o u n t y ,  o r  t o  

w h i c h  t h e  c o u n t y  may a t  a n y  t i m e  h a v e  l e g a l  o r  e q u i t a b l e  

t l t l e .  

1. " O f f i c e r "  means  a l l  d i r e c t o r s  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s  

a n d  a n y  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e  w h o s e  a p p o i n t m e n t  m u s t  b e  

a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

j .  " O f f i c i a l "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  e l e c t e d  t o  c o u n t y  

o f f  ice.. 

k .  " P e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t "  m e a n s  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as 

t o  w h c t h e r  c o u n t y  r e s o u r c e s  h a v e  b e e n  e f f i c i e n t l y  

a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  u s e d  i n  a c h i e v i n g  s t a t e d  p r o g r a m  g o a l s .  

1 .  " P u b l i c  h e a r i n g " ,  w h e r e  o n e  is  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  

C h a r t e r ,  m e a n s  a  m e e t i n g  h e l d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o u n t y  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o r  t h e  C o u n t y  E x e c u t i v e  a t  w h i c h  t h e  

p u b l i c .  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t s  

s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r .  

m .  " P u b l i c  n o t i c e "  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  

a t  l e a s t  o n e  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r  o f  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  

A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  Newspaper  Adver-  

t i s i n g  A c t .  

n .  " R e c o r d s "  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a l l  b o o k s ,  p a p e r s ,  m a p s ,  

p h o t o g r a p h s ,  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o r  o t h e r  d o c u m e n t a r y  materials  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p h y s i c a l  f o r m  o r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  owned,  

made o r  r e c e i v e d  b y  a n y  o f f i c i a l ,  o f f i c e r  o r  a g e n c y  o f  



t h e  c o u n t y .  

o .  "Second C l a s s  County Code" means t h o s e  Acts o f  t h e  

G e n e r a l  Assembly o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  c o u n t i e s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  c l a s s  on  t h e  d a t e  

of  a d o p t i o n  of  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

S e c t i o n  1019 .  INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. " I n i t i a t i v e "  

means t h e  f i l i n g  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e r s  o f  a  p e t i t i o n  

c o n t a i n i n g  a p r o p o s a l  f o r  r e f e r e n d u m  s i g n e d  by c o u n t y  

e l e c t o r s ,  wh ich  p r o p o s a l  s h a l l  b e  p l a c e d  on t h e  b a l l o t  

i n  a manner f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  

p r o p o s a l .  

" I n i t i a t i v e "  s h a l l  a l s o  mean t h e  f i l i n g  w i t h  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e r s  o f  a  p r o p o s a l  a s  o r d a i n e d  by v o t e  o f  

n o t  less t h a n  f i v e  ( 5 )  members o f  t h e  Board o f  County 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

"Referendum" means t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  a  q u e s t i o n  

p l a c e d  on t h e  b a l l o t  b y  i n i t i a t i v e  by a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  

of e l e c t o r s  v o t i n g  t h e r e o n .  

I n i t i a t i v e  by e l e c t o r s  s h a l l  become a v a i l a b l e  upon 

a d o p t i o n  o f  a n  o r d i n a n c e  p r o v i d i n g  t h e r e f o r  by v o t e  o f  

no t  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  ( 5 )  members o f  t h e  Board of  County  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  wh ich  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  set  f o r t h ,  among 

o t h e r  t h i n g s :  

a .  The e l e c t i o n s  a t  which  r e f e r e n d u m s  s h a l l  b e  h e l d ;  

b .  The s c o p e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  s u b j e c t  t o  r e f e r e n d u m ;  

c .  The number o r  p e r c e n t a g e  of  e l e c t o r s  r e q u i r e d  

t o  s i g n  i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n s ;  



d .  The form and  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n s ;  

e .  The d u t i e s  of e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  p e t i t i o n s ;  

f .  The t i m e  l a p s e  r e q u i r e d  be tween  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  s i m i l a r  

q u e s t  i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  1020 .  SEVERABILITY. The p r o v i s i o n s ,  terms 

s e c t i o n s  and  a p p l i c a . t i o n s  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  b e  

s e v e r a b l e  and  i f  any  t e r m  o r  p r o v i s i o n  o f ,  o r  a n y  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  C h a r t e r  t o  a n y  s i t u a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  

h e l d  t o  b e  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  Home R u l e  

C h a r t e r  and  O p t i o n a l  P l a n s  Law, t h e  A c t  o f  A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 7 2 ,  

No. 6 2 ,  a n d ,  as a  r e s u l t  i n v a l i d ,  s u c h  i n v a l i d i t y  s h a l l  

n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  any  o t h e r  t e r m  o r  p r o v i s i o n  

o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  I t  is h e r e b y  d e c l a r e d  

as t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r  t h a t  t h i s  C h a r t e r  would have  

been  a d o p t e d  had s u c h  a p p l i c a t i o n  been  e x p r e s s l y  e x c l u d e d  

o r  had s u c h  term o r  p r o v i s i o n  n o t  been  i n c l u d e d  h e r e i n .  

S e c t i o n  1021 .  AMENDMENT. T h i s  C h a r t e r  may b e  amended 

i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Home R u l e  

C h a r t e r  and  O p t i o n a l  P l a n s  Law, t h e  Act o f  A p r i l  1 3 ,  1972 ,  

N o .  6 2 ,  a s  now o r  h e r e a f t e r  amended, r e - e n a c t e d  o r  s u p p l i e d .  



ARTICLE X I  

TRANSITION AND SCHEDULE 

S e c t i o n  1101. EFFECTIVE DATE. T h e  C h a r t e r  s h a l l ,  -- - 

u p o n  a p p r o v a l  b y  r e f e r e n d u m  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  

b y  l a w ,  become  e f f e c t i v e  a s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  Monday i n  

J a n u a r y ,  1976.  

S e c t i o n  1 1 0 2 .  ELECTED OFFICES ABOLISHED. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  

e l e c t e d  o f f i c e s  a re  h e r e b y  a b o l i s h e d :  C l e r k  o f  C o u r t s ;  

C o r o n e r  ; C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ;  Members o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  

t h e  S e l e c t i o n  o f  J u r o r s ;  P r o t h o n o t a r y ;  R e c o r d e r  o f  D e e d s ;  

R e g i s t e r  of W i l l s ,  C l e r k  of O r p h a n s  C o u r t ;  a n d  T r e a s u r e r .  

Sect i o n  1103. BOARD O F  INSPECTORS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY 

PRISON ABOLISHED. T h e  B o a r d  o f  I n s p e c t o r s  o f  t h e  

A l  l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  P r i s o n  is  a b o l i s h e d  a n d  i ts  f u n c t i o n s  

s h a l l  b e  p e r f o r m e d  by  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  1 1 0 4 .  .- INSTITUTION DISTRICT DISSOLVED. T h e  

A l l e g h e n y  C o u n t y  I n s t i t u t i o n  D i s t r i c t  s h a l l  be d i s -  

s o l v e d  u p o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r  a n d  ~ t s  

p r o p e r t y ,  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  t r a n s f e r r e d  

t o  t h e  c o u n t y .  

S e c t i o n  1105. COMMISSION FOR THE SELECTION OF JURORS 

ABOLISHED. T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  S e l e c t i o n  o f  J u r o r s  

i s  a b o l i s h e d  a n d  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S y s t e m s  a n d  C o m p u t e r  S e r v i c e s .  

S e c t i o n  1106- CONTINUITY. -- 



a .  A l l  c o u n t y  o r d i n a n c e s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  r u l e s  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  f o r c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  C h a r t e r  i s  a d o p t e d  

and n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  C h a r t e r  

s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  f o r c e  u n t i l  amended o r  r e p e a l e d .  

b .  A l l  j u d i c i a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  of  any  k i n d  o r  c h a r a c t e r  

and  a l l  condemna t ion  p r o c e e d i n g s  f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  o r  

damaging of  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e  and a l l  

p r o c e e d i n g s  t o  i n c u r  d e b t  and i s s u e  bonds ,  begun o r  

p e n d i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  C h a r t e r  t a k e s  e f f e c t ,  and  a l l  

c o n t r a c t s  f o r  t h e  d o i n g  o f  a n y  k i n d  o f  p u b l i c  work ,  

n o t  c o m p l e t e d  and  p e r f o r m e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  C h a r t e r  

t a k e s  e f f e c t ,  s h a l l  i n  no way b e  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  adop- 

t i o n  of t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  b u t  t h e  same may b e  c o m p l e t e d  

i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t  a s  n e a r l y  as  may b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

c .  I f  a  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o f f i c e ,  a g e n c y ,  b o a r d  o r  

commiss ion  is a b o l i s h e d  by t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  i ts  powers  

and d u t i e s  s h a l l  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  

o f f  i ce ,  a g e n c y ,  b o a r d  o r  commission d e s i g n a t e d  i n  t h i s  

C h a r t e r ,  o r  i f  t h e  C h a r t e r  makes  no  p r o v i s i o n ,  as  

d e s i g n a t e d  by o r d i n a n c e .  

(1. A l l  c o u n t y  a g e n c i e s  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  re- 

organized, a b o l i s h e d  o r  m o d i f i e d .  

e .  The P o l i c e  and  F i r e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Commission 

s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  o f f i c e  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  

of t h i s  C h a r t e r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d i s p o s i n g  of  a p p e a l s  

p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  



No new a p p e a l s  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h i s  Commission 

a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P e r s o n n e l  

Boa rd .  

Upon r e n d e r i n g  i t s  d e c i s i o n  i n  i t s  f i n a l  c a s e ,  

t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Commission s h a l l  b e  d i s s o l v e d .  

f .  The Board of  P r o p e r t y  Assessment  A p p e a l s  and 

Review s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  o f f  i ce  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d i s p o s i n g  o f  

a p p e a l s  p e n d i n g  on  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

No new a p p e a l s  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h i s  Commission 

a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  of  t h e  Board 

o f  P r o p e r t y  A s s e s s m e n t s  A p p e a l s .  

Upon r e n d e r i n g  i t s  d e c i s i o n  i n  i ts  f i n a l  c a s e ,  t h e  

Hoard o f  P r o p e r t y  Assessment  A p p e a l s  and Review s h a l l  b e  

d i s s o l v e d .  

S e c t i o n  1107 .  AUTHORITY OF INCUMBENT ELECTED OFFICIALS. 

a .  The S h e r i f f  and Corone r  i n  o f f i c e  on  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  r ema in  i n  o f f i c e ,  

a t  t h e  same r a t e  of  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  u n t i l  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  

of t h e  f u l l  terms f o r  which  t h e y  w e r e  e l e c t e d .  They 

s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  t h e  powers  and  p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  

S h e r i f f  and  M e d i c a l  Examiner  as set  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  

C h a r t e r .  

b .  The e l e c t e d  J u r y  Commiss ioners  i n  o f f  ice  on  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r  s h a l l  r ema in  i n  o f f i c e ,  

a t  t h e  same r a t e  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  u n t i l  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  

o f '  t h e  f u l l  terms f o r  which  t h e y  w e r e  e l e c t e d .  They 



s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  t h e  powers  and p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  

o f f  ice i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Depar tment  o f  Sys t ems  

and Computer S e r v i c e s  and  t h e  C o u r t  o f  Common P l e a s .  

S e c t i o n  1108. SCHEDULE OF ELECTIONS FOR COUNTY OFFICIALS 

Members o f  t h e  Board of  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h e  

C o n t r o l l e r ,  t h e  County  E x e c u t i v e ,  t h e  C o u r t  R e g i s t r a r  

and t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  

m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  i n  November, 1975 .  The n e x t  

e l e c t i o n  of  t h e  S h e r i f f  s h a l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  November, 

1977.  

A l l  o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  f o r  terms o f  f o u r  ( 4 )  

y p a r s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  o f  t h r e e  ( 3 )  

o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  Board o f  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

s h a l  1 b e  f o r  two ( 2 )  y e a r s .  

A t  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  of  t h e  Board o f  County 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  h e l d  u n d e r  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a -  

t ~ v e s  s h a l l  c a s t  l o t s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  which  t h r e e  ( 3 )  

members s h a l l  s e r v e  a  two ( 2 )  y e a r  t e r m .  

S e c t i o n  1109 .  SCHEDULE OF LEGISLATION. Each  e l e c t e d  

o l  f i c i a l  and  e a c h  d i r e c t o r  o r  b o a r d  r e q u i r e d  t o  

p r e p a r e  an  a r t i c l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  Adminis-  

t r a t i v e  Code,  s h a l l  do  s o  w i t h i n  o n e  hundred  and  f i f t y  

( 150 )  d a y s  of  a s suming  o f f i c e  and t h e  same s h a l l  b e  

s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Board of  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i t h i n  

s l x  ( 6 )  months  of t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  

I f  t h e  Board o f  County  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  h a s  n o t  a d o p t e d  

t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r t i c l e  w i t h i n  s i x t y  (60)  d a y s  a f t e r  i t s  



s u b m i s s i o n ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s u b m i t t e d  s h a l l  

g o  i n t o  e f f e c t .  The c o m p l e t e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code s h a l l  

b e  a d o p t e d  no l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  Monday i n  J a n u a r y ,  

1977.  

S e c t i o n  1110.  COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ASSIGN PRESENT 

FUNCTIONS AND PROGRAMS TO DEPARTMENTS. I t  is  t h e  i n t e n t  

of t h i s  C h a r t e r  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a l l  programs and  f u n c t i o n s  

of  a l l  c o u n t y  d e p a r t m e n t s  o r  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t s  

e x i s t i n g  on t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  C h a r t e r  i n t o  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  Ar t i c l e  V h e r e o f .  

Where t h i s  C h a r t e r  d o e s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n a t e  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  which  e x i s t i n g  p rog rams  and  f u n c t i o n s  

a r e  a s s i g n e d ,  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  

s u c h  a s s i g n m e n t  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code. 

S e c t i o n  1111. LIMITATION ON DEPARTMENT CHANGE. The 

County E x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a  s c h e d u l e  which s e t s  

f o r t h  t h e  d a t e  of  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of e a c h  depa r tmen t  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  C h a r t e r  and  s h a l l  

g i v e  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  Board o f  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

a s  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  is f i n a l l y  o r g a n i z e d .  Once o r -  

g a n i z e d ,  no s u b s t a n t i a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  made f o r  a  p e r i o d  of  o n e  

( 1 )  y e a r .  

S e c t i o n  1112.  APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS. A l l  a p p o i n t -  

men t s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b o a r d s  s h a l l  b e  made w i t h i n  

t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  d a y s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r :  

E l e c t i o n s  and R e g i s t r a t i o n ,  P e r s o n n e l ,  P r o p e r t y  Assess- 



ment Appea l s  and  Employee P e n s i o n  and R e t i r e m e n t .  

S e c t i o n  1113 .  BOARDS - DETERMINATION OF TERM. Where 

r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  o f  o f f i c e  on 

b o a r d s  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  d rawing  

of l o t s  by t h e  f i r s t  a p p o i n t e e s .  

S e c t i o n  1114 .  TEMPORARY ORDINANCES. The Board of  

County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  may a d o p t  t e m p o r a r y  o r d i n a n c e s  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  o f  government  

unde r  t h i s  C h a r t e r  and t o  m a i n t a i n  e f f e c t i v e  c o u n t y  

government  d u r i n g  t h a t  t r a n s i t i o n .  A t e m p o r a r y  o r -  

d i n a n c e  may b e  i n t r o d u c e d  and  p a s s e d  a t  any  r e g u l a r  

m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Board o f  County R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d u r i n g  

t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  ( 3 )  months  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  The o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  become 

e f i e c t i v e  upon t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  County E x e c u t i v e  

and s h a l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s t a n d  r e p e a l e d  f o u r  ( 4 )  months  

a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  on which  i t  became e f f e c t i v e .  

RECOMMENDATION 

CHARTER OFFICIALS SHOULD CONVENE 

A l l  C h a r t e r  o f f i c i a l s  e l e c t e d  i n  1975 s h o u l d  convene  

p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1976, t o  make n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a -  

t i o n s  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  A l l e g h e n y  County govern-  

ment u n d e r  t h i s  C h a r t e r .  




